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Abstract

An Evalution of Vakrokti Theory in Kuruntokai

All through the centuries there were constant changes and continuous adaptations in
the literary world. The emergence of the world literature and its immense growth were
observed, parallely, by the critical analysts of theories of literatures which help to analyse and
understand them. These are visible to a greater extent in Tamil and Sanskrit, which are the
leading languages of the Dravidian and Indo-Aryan language families, respectively. This
comparitive analysis of literature and critical theories so far developed by the scholars could
be seen in Poru/atikara (Subject - Matter) theories of Tolkappiyam, the first grammar book in
Tamil and from the literary theories such as Rasa (Emotion), Alamkara (Figure of speech),
Tvani (Suggestion), Riti (Stylistic) and Aucitya (Decorum) theories of Sanskrit. Though the
most of the literary theories in Sanskrit were identified as the theories of theater mentioned
in Bharatha‘s Natyashastra , in later periods, the same were developed as individual theories
of literature. The Similar developments were also observed in Tamil literature such as the
theories endorsed in Akattizai (Interior, Dealing with love and aspect of family life),
Purattinai (Exterior, Dealing with all aspect of social life), Aniyiyal (Modes of comparison),
and Ceyyul/iyal (Prosody) of Tolkappiyar. The process of evolution of Tamil literature must
be observed as comparitive study of the History of Tamil Literature along with the critical
theories that were enriched the development of Tamil literature. The Similar process and
development is observed in the sanaskrit language and its literature as well. This proposed
research affirms that these critical theories observed in sanskrit literature could be used to

analyse Tamil literature as well.
The purpose of research (Aim)

Various scholars have focused their research on the differences and similarities
between the dravidian and indo-aryan languages such as the Tamil and Sanskrit literatures.
Few remarkable scholars like V.A. Subramaniam (1934) , S.Vaiyapuripillai(1949), P.S.
Subramanyashastri (1960), T.P.M (1982) , M. K. Jeganatharaja (1996), Tamizhannal
(2002,2009), and K. Meenatchi (1999) are worthy to mentioned. Many concepts of
Tolkappiyam, except the Tinaik kotparu, and Ceyyu/iyal, other lietarary elements were not
explained in detail. Whereas many critical and analytical theories of literature have been

explained in great detail in Tamil and the same theories were incorporated and observed in



Indian literature, when it comes to an comparitive analysis or to understand a literature, it is
always a habit of the scholars to use the western theories of literature, only. This trend can be
alleviated by comparing the critical and analytical theories of one language to the other in the
context of Indian literature. This could result in understanding the nature of other lietary
thoeries and its implications in Indian literature. In the context of Tamil and Sanskrit
languages, until now, research have been done on u//urai (Inner Meaning), iraicci
(Suggestion), and meypparuka/ (Manifest Emotions) in comparison with Tvani and Rasa.
Beyond this, studies have not been conducted either in comparing the critical and analytical
theories of Tamil and Sanskrit languages or in review of Tamil literature with the critical

theories perspectives.

The primary objective of this research is to review Tamil literatures with the
application of Vakrokti theory in Sanskrit. By applying Vakrokti, a very important literary
theory of Sanskrit, to Tamil Literature, it is observed that the elements of this analytical
theory of Sanskrit are already present in Tamil Literature. The current research emphasizes
that, after studying Vakrokti theory in the light of Kuruntokai, that this theory is not new to
Sangam Literature in general and to Kurunthokai in particular. Moreover, in research point of
view it is important to note that these Sangam classics are earlier than the vakrokti theory.
Though this theoretical pattern is already present and profoundly used in Tamil literature but
had never been specifically mentioned as a special attribute. Therefore, Kuruntokai has been
taken an example and a model to prove the presence of vakrokti among the vastness of Tamil

Literature areana.
The Scope of Study

As Tamil Literature consists of a vast diversity of genres such as Efsuttokai (The Eight
Anthologies), Patmupparru(The  Ten ldylls) ,Kappiyankal (The Epics) and,
Patinenkilkanakkuniilkal (Collections of Eighteen Moral and Ethics Poetries) , current study

is confined to Poetics of Kuruntokai.
Kuruntokai

Kuruntokai, being a component of the Efuttokai, is well known for its metrical
syntax. Kuruntokaiis a collection of four hundred and one short poems,which includes the
songs in praise of God. In this anthology, excluding the song number three hundred and

seven and three hundred and ninety one, all other verses comprise four to eight lines. The
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songs are believed to be written by two hundred and six poets and were used by most
commentators of Tamil literature. Some of the poets are identified — named — by the
sentences which are used in their poems itself. There are about ten verses which are written
by unknown poets. The explanatory commentaries by Naccinarkkiniyar and Péraciriyar are
not available. Souriperumal Ayyangar was the first one to publish the Kuruntokai in 1915
along with his commentary. Subsequently there have been many texts of Kuruntokai were
published but U.V. Saminathaiyyar’s Kuruntokai published in 1937 with his commentary is
considered best among the all.

Vakrokti Theory

During the 10th Century, an eminent scholar of literature from Kashmir, Rajanaka
Kuntaka (A.D 950 — 1050) has explained in his work ‘Vakroktijivita’ which emphasizes
much on the theory of analysis and interpretation of literature. In this work,there are four
chapters which is called as ‘Unmésa’. Scholars describe the term Unmeésa as ‘eye’ or the
‘light of the eye’. This VakrotiJivita has three segments namely ‘Karika’ (Stanza),

‘Examples’, and ‘Commentaries’ which are written by Kuntaka himself.

‘Vakrokti’ 1s explained has to have multiple meanings; for example this term could
mean the indirect expression, poetic expression and change of speech. ‘Jivita’ means the life,

the lifestyle and the inevitable. This Vakroktican be differentiated into six types.
1. Varna-Vinyasa—Vakrata

While a poem/song is analyzed to explore its poetic expression, the inferred
‘Strikingness’ is observed. This may appear in the peculiar arrangement of syllables and it is
termed as Varpa - VinyasaVakrata. This strikingness works in organizing the syllables in a

skillful way and the arrangement of the consonants with a view of their sound effect.
2. Pada—Piirvardha—Vakrata

The lexical strength of a language may contribute to the total effect of the poetry.
Poets have full scope to bring out beauty in the artistic usage of Praripadika and Dhatu,
which are the root forms of the nouns and the verbs, respectively. This includes peculiar use
of synonyms, conventional words, attributive words, convert expressions and so on. Thus,

there are various types in the Pada—Pirvardha—Vakrata or art in the base of substantives.



Ridhi-Vaicitraya-Vakrata — the usage of appropriate words, Pariyaya-Vakrata — the usage of
parallel, Upacara-Vakrata — the usage of a specific/particular words, Visesapa-Vakrata — the
usage of indirect words or sentences to Express a meaning, SamvurtiVakrata —the usage of
verbal participle component, Vytti-vaicitraya-Vakrata — explaining of expressive words or
sentences in order to illustrate the beauty, Bhava-Vaicitraya-Vakrata — feeling of the
protagonist, Lizga-Vaicitraya-Vakrata— explaining of gender in a sentences, Kriya-

Vaicitraya-Vakrata — creation of a song using the verbs.
3. Pada-Parardha-Vakrata

Strikingness may appear in the terminal part of the word. It is called Pada-Parardha-
VakrataorPratyaya-Vakrata. It consists in a peculiar use of tense, case, number, voice,
person, particle and indeclinable. Thus, it forms many varieties. Kala-Vaicitraya-Vakrata—

the songs based on usage of the past, present and future tenses, Karaka-Vakrata —the
usage of differential case Markers/ending in a song, Snkhaya-Vakrata —the usage of
numerical values or the counting Terminologies in a song, Purusa-Vakrata — the
interchangeability of first person singular to the second person plural and to the third person
participial in a song, Upagraha-Vakrata —the usage of the similar words conveying almost
the same meaning in creation of the song, Pratyaya-Vakrata, Pada-Vakrata —the usage of the

prefixes, adjectives and nouns in creation of a song.
4. Vakya-Vakrata

Strikingness may appear in the peculiar use of a sentence. This is regarded as vakya-
Vakrata or artistic beauty of sentence. There are numerous varieties in vakya-Vakrata as it

includes the triple entities of poetry viz., Rasa, Savabhava and the whole field of Alamkaras.
5. Prakarana-Vakrata

The art of devising episodes or incidents in such a way that they give maximum
consistency to the total effect of the poetry is regarded as Prakarana-Vakrata or beauty of
episode, maintaining suspense till the denouement, introduction of originality in plot-

construction through innovations, organic unity among the episodes etc.
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6. Prabandha-Vakrata

The peculiarity of the whole composition is regarded as prabandha-Vakrata. It

consists in the originality and inventiveness of a poet.
Existing Research

It is observed that there is not much research have undergone about vakrokti in
Tamil language, but in Sanskrit there are some study and research were done and the details

of which are provided below.
Research Books

Ayappappanikkar, ke. (2012), Intiyailakkiyakkogparuka/culal — poruttam, manokaran, na.
(Mo. A.), Chennai: Marruveliyittakam. This book explains about Rasa theory, Tvani theory,
Aucitya, Vakrokti, Riti theory, Alankara theory, Aucityam theory of Sanskrit. It also
explains about Thinaikotpadu, concepts of Agam and Puram, the structure of Thinai and
Ullurai of Tamil. The book also describes the existence of dravidian aesthetics in Indigenous

groups and folk literature.

Krishnamoorthy, K. (1978), Studies in Aesthetics and Criticism, Mysore: D.V.K.Murthy
publishers. This book consists of the description of the philosophical background of Indian
aesthetics theories, concepts explored in the theories of Rasa, Alamkara, Tvani and Vakrokti
and also about those who have authored the same, and it also goes on to add the explanations
by the same authors on poetics thoery. A comparison of Rasa and Tvani, and Sanskrit

Literary critical anaylsis theories are explained with the poetics theories of Eliot.

Pathak, R. S. (1988), Vakrokti and Stylistic Concept, New Delhi: Bahri Publication. This
consists of views about the Indian poetics, the nature of explanations of Vakrokti theory by
authors ranging from Baratha to recent scholars. The relationship between the components of
Vakrokti and linguistics, the manner in which Vakrokti formulates the output of poetry, the

thoughts on linkage of Vakrokti with stylistics theory, are explained in this book.

Suryanarayana Hegde, (2008), The Concept of Vakrokti in Sanskrit Poetics, New Delhi:
Readworthy Publications. Vakrokti its origin and development, and the types of Vakrokti are
explained with songs from Sanskrit. The linkages between Vakrokti and Compound theory.

This book also describes practical possibilities of the critical analysis theories of Vakrokti.
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Martha Ann Selby. (2009), Grow Long, Blessed Night — Love Poems from Classical India,
Oxford University, New York. The structural formation of Tamil and Sanskrit literatures are
explained along with the characters of comparison of classical literatures, of north-south parts
of South Asia, like Rasa, Meyppattiyal, Tinai comparative aspect. This book explains about
the system of internal and external structure, the psychological perspectives of Tinai
categories, and the origin of modern commentators correspondence with U.Ve.Saminathar’s
work and thus explains poetry’s of Tamil Sangam. Amarushataka is described with meanings
and preferences, the forms of Prakrutha stories and the difficulties in categorization and
explanation of the same is described. And finally the book explains the efficiency of Love
poems in the legacy of Indian literature. The English translation of Kuruntokai verses are

provided in the appendix.
Thesis

Anton Jacob. (1991), Vakrokti: AnEvaluation, New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru
University.Jawaharlal Nehru University, M.Phil degree was awarded for this thesis. The
description of Vakrokti, its importance in the formation, its character of indirect expression in
poetry, and analyses the components of Vakrokti theory in - The Waste Land, a collection of

poetry by T.S. Eliot

S.Alagusubbaiah (2014), The Tamil translation of Dhvanyaloka by P.S.SubrahmanyaSastri; a
critical analysis:Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. This thesis was submitted for
M.Phil Degree at Jawaharlal Nehru University, introduces Tvanivilakku, and explains with
reference to similar grammatical attributes in Tamil. It explains and does a critical analysis

about the Tamil translation from Sanskrit.
Research papers

Bimal Krishna Motilal. VakroktiandTvani Controversies about Theory of Poetry in Indian
Tradition. This research paper explains both the theories and that both indirectly form poetry
on the basis of sound variations, and also describes the similarities and differences between

both theories.

Krishnamoorthy.K. The Nature of Creative Pratibha According to Kuntaka. This paper talks
about the history of Vakrokti, and explains about its relativity to Rasa and Tvani. It also

describes the six types of Vakrokti and its characters.
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A comparison with the existing literature

The existing research works focuses on comparison between literary theories of
Sanskrit’s Rasa and Tvani with literary theories of Tamil. Only these two theories have been
used for comparing and analyzing the literary works. It is only after Suryanarayana Hegde,
who did extensive research by applying Vakrokti on Sanskrit literatures it becomes special
one in the research area. This proposed research work is different when compared to other
research works; not only in analysis but also in comparing the Sanskrit theory of vakrokti
with Kuruntokai one of the celebrated anthologies among the Sangam Classics.

Primary Data

For the Tamil component, Kuruntokai and its commentaries are taken as primary data. The
book Vakroktijivit and the commentary by Kuntaka in Sanskrit are selected for the primary

data. They are:

A Critical Edition and Annotated Translations of the Kuruntokai, 1,11,111, (2010), Eva Wilden,

EcoleFrancaised'Extréme-Orient, Tamilmann Publication Chennai.
Kuntaka.(1961), VakroktiJivita, Edited by S.K. De.Culcutta: K.L. Mukhyopadhyaya.

----------- . (1977), The VakroktiJivita of Kuntaka, Edited and Translated by

K.Krishnamoorthy, Dharwad: Karnataka University.

Kuruntokai. (2009), Commentaries and Edited by U.Ve. Saminathaiyar.Chennai: Dr.U.Ve.Sa.

Nool nilaiyam.
Hypothesis

It has been identified that Tamil literatures were authored between third century BC
and third century AD, which is called as the Sangam age. Various scholars compiled these
literatures from seventh century to ninth century. Kuruntokai which reflects socio — cultural
life of Tamil is an anthology (of four hundred poems) written by various poets lived in
various decades of a century, they have adopted a uniform poetry culture i.e. written them
with suggestive inferences to depict love themes through the life (Agam) nature settings. This
pattern paved way to the tenth century commentators to write commentary with multiple

interpretations. Thus ruled theory or subject grammar for literature the components of



Vakrokti theory, which were theorized during 10th century, are already similar rooted but not
as a classified theory in Tamil literary criticism. Both Kuruntokai and Vakrokti jivita have
similar aspects of poetry cultural it can be proved with the help of Kuruntokai that vakrokti

was prevalent in Sangam Classics too.
Research Methodology

Comparative analysis method is carried on in this research. In spite of all the
dissimilarities - diverse language, landscape and cultural background and belonging to two
different language families - Tamil and Sanskrit, the literatures of both the languages have
experienced similar elements due to the influence and impact of cultural oneness of the then
land. So, it is obvious that comparative analysis method is so fruitful to bring out these

similarities and oneness.
Chapterization
Introduction

Definitions, for the purpose, of Research, The Scope of Study, Sample Study,
Existing Research, and A Comparison with the Existing Research, Primary Data, Hypothesis,
Research Methodology, and Chapters Division are given in the introduction

Chapter One - Kuruntokai in Tamil, Vakrokti in Sanskrit

This chapter deals with the structure and content of Kuruntokai, its propositions and
its commentaries. The methods and approaches followed in Kuruntokai are explored by the
possible understanding of Vakrokti theory. This chapter studies the emergence of Vakrokti in
Sanskrit, its comparison between the theories of Tvani, Kuntaka’s opinion of Vakrokti along
with the condition of Vakrokti after Kuntaka’s period. This chapter exemplifies the six

classifications and sub-classifications of Vakrokti.

Chapter Two— Varna - vinyasa -Vakrata in Kuruntokai

This chapter tries to understand and analyse the songs of Kuruntokai, the implicative
inferences by using the techniques of Varna-vinyasa-Vakrata theory with the Kuruntokai

songs. This Vakarata theory as a classification of Vakrokti, has the special implication as the



usage of ‘assonance and consonance’ in the poetry. This theory is based on these descriptions

characterized by the poets in their poetry.

Chapter Three — Pada - piarvarddha, Pararddha - Vakrata in Kuruntokai

In this chapter, the description of Pada-piarvarddha-Vakrata is explained, which is
based on how the formation of the first word of a poetry delivers the essence of the poem.
The nine sub-classifications pada—pirvardha—Vakrata, Ridhi-vaicitraya-Vakrata,Pariyaya-
Vakrata,  Upacara-Vakrata, Visesana-Vakrata,  SamvurtiVakrata,  Vytti-vaicitraya-
Vakrata,Bhava-vaicitraya-Vakrata, Linga-vaicitraya-Vakrata, Kriya-vaicitraya-Vakrata will
be analyzed using Kuruntokai.Similarly, This chapter also explains that a key word at the end
of the poem helps the poet to communicate the essence of the poem. The sub-classifications
Kala-Vaicitraya-Vakrata, Karaka-Vakrata, Snkhaya-Vakrata, Purusa-Vakrata, Upagraha-
Vakrata, pratyaya-Vakrata, Pada-Vakrataare explained with reference to the usage of
keywords in the songs of Kuruntokai.

Chapter Four — Vakya Vakrata in Kuruntokai

This chapter explains the usage of the theory of Vakya-Vakrata in Kuruntokai songs

that are based on how a series of verses delivers the thoughts of the poet.
Conclusion

The points argued / discussed earlier will then be compiled as conclusions and explained

here.
Appendix

The researcher provides the Tamil translation of Vakroktijivita, as the prime source for
understanding and analyzing Kuruntokai. A list of special words from Vakrokti will be
provided with an equivalent technical terms in Tamil language. And also Technical terms

which were used in chapters
1. Translation of Prakarna, Prabanda Vakrata

2. Kuruntoai poem numbers
3. Technical Terms

Xi
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