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¢ iR fowr wfaar & fAkg ® o a8 (Adafaas giax sfaael @
WRT BAR I R 8 |

Hare: AT/ H A ¥ R, s SR, ga—ufigd / Swad-ard 1997

FaTed uREd: Wy smfes, XY Rigd, argare ufya, ofw, av, 9146

Prof. Gokak's view: "It started as a Romantic Poetry influences, It becomes Victorian
because English Romantic becomes Victorian. It decided to go through a period of
"Decadence' because the nineties were a period of 'Decadence’ in English poetry. After
'Decadence' came Georgianism and Indo-Anglian poetry, loyal as always, suddenly
becomes Georgian. English poetry went modernist. Indo-Anglian poetry had no alternative
but to do the same." ;
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"Remember we when I am gone away

gone for a silent land,
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when you can no more hold me by hand,
Nor I half-turn to go yet turning stay.
Remember me when no more day by day.
You tell me of our future that you planned,
Only remember me; yore understand.

It will belate to counsel than or pray.

yet if you should forget me for a while
And afterwords remember, do not grieve;
for if teh darkness and corruption leave
A vertige of the thoughts that once I had,
Better by far you should forget and smile.

Than that you should remember and besad.
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SIS died Agare H fAga 8 T 2| HlarEadr sMeHE iR
9IS §S @ | 3FAIE & 3faTS, 3R fhaRd &) 3l gaall-gaell | Ao
& — ‘3¢ A f dc T wSHA 3 R W A arf BT BN gene |
Stafes &l § 39 Bfar o1 argdre d5av, IR AR & H B qahan
¥ e e B o B g & wwy Sud Pl @ Wiy
UTed HT Sl dRIed Bl 8 98 &l guf, ol sfer: got ofR @l et &
FHAT © 39 TGN B A1 @ <AMOS W $Had SHd 30 3HE P
qAT Bl e (R 2 fbg o9 98 R o orpifa @1 wia: Rl 9w
U 991 &1 & FFMBR AR ol &, 79 SHHT AR T BT
3919 &1 uell & ufy Saver 17

D AT BIAAT B IR Ieg & AT BT Uh 3N IR0
ERT U fhar <7 &1 8 —

"Morning and evening

maids heard the goblins cry;
come buy our orchard, fruitds,
come buy, come buy;

our grapes fresh from the vine,
pomegranets full and fine,
dates and sharp bullaces,

Rare pears and greenages,
Damsons and bilberries,

Test them and try”
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fory e @y €1 W § 98 AU ypf, 9 ¥aHId b ATHY BY IR T
@ AR U arg, wfd, G, Goliell d 3Rf &1 ToR3TeIST HYA Bl
JATH HRAT B | A DI IS eI AqAIed Bl &fd ggard 8, i e
"o B WA BT T AR AR PN @E USH FRAT 2 0 IIAESD U
AT @ WIdR @dx B, IH WaAdT ¥ Sl Y Bid D HFI T YT
AR B | 98 U g W B BT G areal £ 9 a1 98 B @
S gl § W WISl ghdT 8 — Wed B WA, G, IS, YBid g
Wﬂlmw@wﬁamﬁzﬁ%ﬁcﬁwmmﬁmaﬁ
URGAAT H YT IGASAT ATIH BT qbf |

IR PR N B B GEEY FAAr F el B g w=E R,
ITHT &, A Bl YR & HUWR g $HE aral Bl 81 5 I fra faen
W FEl aP O | 3HD GG IAIRH B UR! B Q! 8 W IOR
gY, S TR UT W B YgIH $HRA (FRaR T BT ULl & — 3d adb
FT WG| HE IR IARS TE DI W@AFA BT UG 9 WHET & Y,
FAftea awa A AT @, 9 A B 39 qrgar 3 Shifad @ Bl
HOIR DYl B, Y [lRFd aed S8l 98 ugdaR Sexal @ R 3 el
godr| g8l Al weg & WAl A & Siar 2| O &9 aed U
WAFAT B QRN B AAPR Weq &l WAl § Yadel HAT| AT &7 98
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BT ARy 5 9y & S @ WA 8§ ok I9e Hiav 85U @i @
U | 3AIGH IT PedN 8R AM HHAT & F g Ukn U e 9
SO ¥ g@ S| 39y g8 e eRiwd ¥ | wears Ig § fF
HAAT BT & A RIS 9T H St ghar 21 99 5 ogaes & U™
YT &) Th Wi T8 B F9, e[, FHeaar AR WG Yo 8 |
U YIS B 3d H 99 98 AR YHIRM HR AT FeATHS R W I8
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T T A GRAT 1 9fdfded € wed # I8 ER-a@ = | Sk
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9 @8 W9 3 WAl Uh TR @ He JuH-IdH iRdac al
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9 IS Ul § Wag BIal & — Sl 9NRl & 9" 9R W
ToTC | i I H&pia AR AT {59 Siaarg § a7 8t @ Sl @ ooy
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IHI TFIE, YA, HIg, fad fHHl U WINT & Uiy T BIA) <l AT &
forg w811 erare # 97 @Rl gRed 1RT B "3rarg Riw weiaRor €
T, T wiRgfre gfafhar ff & a1 @ A J Q) SRgpfadl I R A
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Aied 2 fiegd a8 919 o o 9o § 915 &R AT 3 ue g 8
3R 31 o ¥
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dGd q 3 YTl b AEIE W A WEIfh gavRl] bl Iguifed fhar
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W forg 78 go "o 21"

geo o W@iqa el @ g8 Qv 81 ik FE S Hoig
3R FATId W 2, Sl GoR & 97 HAGY H, IO gad A B 39
ooy, I d0e, |, ST & a¥hiF 8 J A8l & | 3R ool A &
I BHIT IR GAR & o) wfaar § T H W@ BRI, g3t a1 ey,
Hdrge & waeaar 9 Fifrgd, dig @ AR 8k aRKR, AREaT 3R
fersrmrar, geomed SR <R WG] B, Db Acl Bl TORGRE! IHD
BB T Wellblg 8, ForaH IRl §gd 3R HrIA™ & e AU
2| 9 S BT A & Ul i WEGlHd RIF B [ORAE WS
@ IGQeT DI gHIdd DI FART SR 5T Bl 7 |

SiEl 9% dle]d & ol B HAG A G BT | AY T § B W
Bl YRETTHD Il & A W § B AW D | qraole g9 el H 8 98
TR 2 G AR FHE U T8 AR @7 f € SN, ST,
e, 3R aRem & gfa Fraid e 1 SEE a6 raee & TRy &
AT & 99 I8 g B fb fo=il o) wmor &) diel A aifyafe & arml
WA # A g1 5 o v A gt & i ol & B8 gAEar @)
AT I8 W) & YRl H 9O ghibd B AT A1 Ul H 9ral B
flavd I Uh M XA § AHed — WA, wifa, fagig, gmad, Sgrfa
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HA ¥ ARG B TN AR AT DI DIF

anfe... g8 folt ot st o forg o¢ =D 1 ol & <51 & Wl 9§ A
qed UH AT BT |

&R e | M, b, Py, IS AT Wa-ad U o & 996 30
g |

I8 9N Aol ) AT | 9rdl BT G89-\UYYT Rl 81 Ud
YT 9§ EN WINT H 9IR-ERE 6T Wia-aal @ 91 diees &1 Refd,
(ﬁm)gmnﬁmﬁﬁ%lﬁﬁgﬁ?ﬁﬁmamaﬂwﬁ
ST R, S vl B ¥ @ Nad R F T TR Sy B
T fHU gY; 991 Bl @ vl & U4gl H, e gl devr €N @) gdhed
Soiell BT W SR IR B dewl gl @l aHm EERd
IR B IRIRT Bl &

B AR 3R W B Ul ol @l Juw & el | A ol ofEf
Gl AR AT All B TR TP WM e A Rl F §A B B
TR AETAl’ b B B4 BT AR B | AR AT-(AT Hed H §aD
IR IR, ... NS W B § TP & g BT qUHA STAT-FAT
TS H BRA 8| A9 /AT W S TRT B ARG & SHd A3 W
iR ol 2 el I wifaa 7 | A9 — -3 g5 TRO-TR
FER /M-3R iR # R A9 IR/ 3R3R-3R RisR-fiR-wx d/ =)
TO-TO-FRR, AR H | FR1em @ g9 $fdar § g, oF, v, &9, yodlid
Y& B AT 39 Bax Uh-g ¥ 1Y € fF tE N v o1 ARgd s
A YqEEed B B qU SHrersdl IR Siareredl @e 8 @ g
SIS

3are & SR Il B B o guaiRdl €1 Usen 9@, ford
3Tl H 98 Pred B Slerdl & | I 33T H e AT I vl by |
HARMT 21 HD AU BRU W B, WR VA Bk H e AT DI
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Hfaar § IgaE B FHE AR ITeATA B HIA

INSTTC BT 9T 3fgd 87 I TRl € — g &R ve FuM @
@ fd9 95 o € a1 &9 97 & FIH) A g 99 Wi 8 11

0 <A1 ¥ URd WINT B redrehmd Vel (Style of sound) B ITERTS
GYEAT Bl BHGS DI g9 ATl H UM BT b 98 grwifded pfd o
B Y@ 9 ol 9w ¥RA AT BE Bl Al SR Y| arRaiddar I Al
AP T A1 B HAAIT IR Raara gy ol | #®ife ardfds
o A RS A @ aoE e ar AN B e ok
A & | |

PR ¢ | o AT deg 99 & dIgred @ oTe%d & | SieaIdl & 9]
aercR o Refd # 8§99 § Aol & AMIIaR & Y84 | 39a ugana
g IRAfdd A B A fhar O |eal &) I8 aRrAd S8R
ATHARIGROT & Gfihar #H el & W A ey d ReRar iR
fRifdrerar & g H o IOl wE W Q| IR GERRl B sy
g & gt | gdiferg Al € e # Sftas @ den Ud Wigd (Art &
Aesthetic)ﬂﬁWﬁﬁW?lWﬁWﬂﬁWﬂﬂWGﬁ?maﬁ
FARGDI’ 2 | R Farera Aa iR Aigd & FyRar, TG & S99 |
SR T&T H Py Al AT Bl AT iR TAoehd o RET iR ufewraa
g el 7 & FIE el 2 |

Hs IR Al H FAY BI IIAIE P QR AT AR TIoErd B
HAWUAT AR T qR&Al | R Fdid B0 81 gAfed & o Refy o
JTATEH BT AGs Il B AT AR FaIfodd dlad & gar & fog
qHR-BE BT WERT A US| IARH FF THT BGI &) Agawem H g
8T =TEdl Bl BT AfAHHA 9§ AREHR, BAI B AN H IADBY
a8 AT o T RTREIRAT @1 fd doar 8 iR @A &1 Ao (A1guy)
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Hiaar ¥ e A R AR ST B BIA

B G0 @I <l 8| WEfd Jad BE # GWad: NOAT bl URSPR, A
IR F AR & AFHar g1 FRien @ I8 ufewdr el et dodl €
— 89 ¥ el IuArs / <@ ST gl WiR / ¥ @ BRI U g§8d WX/
e ag=T 91ex ong | AIfUy o & @1 e 9 Bnf | Swa Wl
S BA | SO WG e O TR Bfg @ dfedt sfvafe @
YR FSM B /AT B BN Ho SR e Wd| T ¥Wa © ol
JSEINIg Aell @1 fhaRd &1 oed AT H Farg? Aol @ e d I8
gear gifTe 8 Wi | aofg 2 el &Y AW BT AP W IGHR 94 Jerd
Pl # TN .8 AU fhaRa & gy | aifs S favard @ W 9%
TER B | ; | | _
Al arEe gfie @ — < # 9l <Ewt iR wagel B W,
g 31| foad @ A Aoy T80 21 8k @aa 9 A @l gida
SHD! YA T IFHT BT AT by Sitgd el B BFeR T
SIIPER §91el € | I8t aofe 8 — "ol B faiwardl &1 gRéa w@ $
el # O AgRE B YA @Al B oEd Ry @l afeea e
farermell @ MR faRiy s 3= wear 8

e RiTen 1 el B R gaeel B aul @ 2 9 39 YR §-
1. IO P FART- YR B WR R G B "R R, $ B 'R W, 3R
WD R W 2. Tgeq & I — IR P WR R, 98 P &R K,
TR b WR U, 3. YK AT D WHeH H AR 4. GEEGRAT B
gRyey # T, 5. W @ gar"gld © w9 # geer |

RTT AR AIGR & §rd IATAS [aei ol Aorard] Saa! el §
AT Bl 21 gegd @l B g H e A A% A § e, o 3T A
AT " el PR & Iiawad A AflRd 8 &R aTwaR e By v &
ST B BfaeR H 7 IR § Aen | el B FAPR B IR
PE Bl AUd 8 — T, §RT 3R T AF @ UR 39 I B AR
RGT | gE gRUm § 34§ Wwg © Ui, oR @ o OR 8 9 QiR e
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HAT F IAE B FART IR AT BT HIA

FY DI G DI gfkc| Iaed & THe Wl GRbcl & g 91; IJdrad
DI IAE A Y AT A FHIY 9 fAVAT B AR A YT bRl
USdl § I8 USRIl & H@aa 8 & A | 98 T @ WiiR adm faui
® 419 | gx [ORAl © S8l FBMD [Audl F g9 AR g B,
SVl B Idled B9 Sasl B R AUl @ el d 9l
AT We-e # cedl 81 3gdcd Yy B o gRUT | WedhaR
Tam fawal @ oFa fewmei § wAvr gwar | f99e SR A H
fafarerar @ SRR ST W@HIaE © | Fiifs T el # Hiarm 4 w4
wmawﬁwﬁaw%aﬁ?maﬁmwmw
YR, wordd R de, maﬂgﬁzﬁzﬁwﬁﬁwmgw
7 B GERY ARAT 7| g a4 [wg & 9 9eHg & BRI 98
AT B Bl AR WAied S Aot # Ffka & 99 aw 781 ugIar 2

A q1d; it # S (Style of Sound) SIS Uil & IH qAD
ugee & Y e ufhar @ O aad W TEieR @ Sfavad # hed! ®
e Siffae H gaar #| Faar o afdeEig ® R ol Iwr @
ferdairar 8 el | 99 O% Uga & IR MR WG9 8 — 1. ofId g5,
2. FHRART B, 3. Al W S, 4. HoUMYul BT |

sifes 3 o e AT B qRir <@ @ T @ 2 A
g — "gareHIadl (Repity); 2. TRl iR T (Plainness and directness); 3.
el 3R wreaTaedt (Style and diction) 4. fdURi @1 HR (substance of
thought); 5. ITRI-fa=II (syntax); 6. S&rddl (Nobility)” 3 YHR DI
Qo @ fou sared @ qorTar ARy | AfdRe Formar, Wi Tedl ¥ 3
S 91a BT AU B UR | I8 U gl &0 ©, S8l IJdIed Pl TANHR
&l Yifq arer o fawgfer & SfFr usar 8, ek g1a] | 98! 9l g
AT B YaTE ¢ | |

TE GO 81 8 9 AT H AN W9ITHET "ed) © AIfgdHradr a1 g%
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FHfaar 7 oF[aR o G AR AT T DI

_ﬁﬁﬁmlwﬁa%waﬁﬁ'@gamgﬁmmm-w%lsﬁ?aﬁw

RraR ¥ P 99 &v R d yae aval & e anee @Bl w9
el § RN 3T W U8 UH aifdbd Ry 8 o8 e 3R A
ge-9-gg A gHAr @1 R < € I8 TP W Bad © AJaad
@ forg a8 =R ardd wifeer 9 guaw R U gafrg ? fb fawg gaw
THTIAr I e doal 1 & v FRaR ool @ik "ied © 7 981 A
T S DY fAGRIr w1 g 8| O Upruar ¥ rjdied ol St e
g o9 @ & MR 98 o @) ane srawenell ¥ well-difa aRfEa B ek
WP G ¥ Y ToR | G, g1 AR g 6y B <o
D | STITHS el (style of sound) BT ST TR 0D | I I8 P &
& e e § T 3 AYUT § Ha fhar ST |ahdr @ difd a8
VT 3R T UF uRoT & w9 A "fed & RSN UBR @R &R
I W It Yl @ IR Ua-Ua 39 UHh-Ud A9 § SR WA @l
qedT — Ui fod $I sraverr iR uiw Sfedl @ oraven § Gl B I@
eV AT VHrIar H favy, o, defl Tom SaaR & AEIGal @
AR w9 dIR & &1 el B gare # IgAeD Pl VIAIPR Bl
AARGAT ¥ EHR g BT B S99 dIeied enfid AT gedT ©
AGd B ERT Jl <& & Aord faQivarsl & Sl Hear idd:
3are o g & g1

SqarE iR SR BT 1 A BT N o, BE, YA18, I 3nfe & wU
H Il 2| IR I W A Bifddl I@AIBR @l Wid-a B Uh
feigrell oeq & wU § N 21 A N o1 vy a9 9B 4L 999 W9 qb
ROMOR & AT D RISl b I [ aRE g 8l Wl | I8 b
fraferd €1 feisrell udl @ “aR 39 gAm@c & GY IHHR B |,
dgold, SR 8 & | \
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Ffaar # A o TERAT AR IRAAT BT BIA

AR Bl ? — Siagfe)| ofagfic Iy Iwd <& |9 HB &l "ed
T g | Ao H JR Srpfordt Hiax eI WA #) SERdl © (BN 99 gd
S ® gfear ek fomy @t omw sraverell @ ffaR| R argw ol @
I A, fIaR, Heuerel @& 9| R 98 SEvd &vME SR iR e
P UfhaT | 98 U IIeR IRYH B | aFeR FRa i qwar @ 99
FO B Il g7 | T BT B VRO | 91 (YRI) A9 W TG qAE Bkl
BT digar & @ik 3fedl I gy Mo onar 21 &R S9 IuHl wied
faEfsa wu # et o MRy o=ar 21 IFfd @ gR I8 9 gad 21 39
mwﬁmwﬁqﬁmwmﬁﬁﬁmﬁlaﬁ%wwaﬁ
aag‘f&:laﬂ?sﬁ?ﬁ%‘m‘\mm |

g% offtr ey off sear @ w9 fw iR el & s ol
FPT B wEed W qell JUN b WRT AR F S I ® 3R
AR WG SN NG B AT emgm SR FT §99 @ g1 Al
RFMBR & Mok I Fddar | gsdl 8 9ag a1 @ oY gie & ok
o 3T 99 ol @ s AT @ |l @ Igunfed 81 1 gl B
A gfar @t sriaRd-Racrae g7 W 2 |

R 91, T AN gfhar Srgared @ fore evfieT wew TR B W
oA H SURYT © 98 W@rIdd YihAT § SR Gl 31dIed Bl YA B 98
U gI8¥ USAT & Wi U FNdRS A | IR FHorl,  Higd, Torel,
3R Tla-T B GEIBR o@AT| T8l W Prd 8, Wied § AR ARG |
ATARBaT B Tedad I Mo B TINING dHied @igifie g 48
3qacd & WARGAT R I/ A Taar )® R 8| 98 IraRka
HANT 78l B | IaIed b oIy I8 WeEal 98 88 db A4fid & ddhdl
2 Fifd g8 dgE B R HiF & Had Sa # 997 iy & @it 7
fbg gegar &l B S WWABR & Hia] el IF UgaT BT AW § 98
JaRe b, died B, 1A & A HT Aigd FHT & w9 H AT
BIAT 8 Sl Ya¥ vIAT SURER ®UY § HEUT b AG A WX Bl & | S
HIRAT &l BKell, IRIT $D AFAED A STEl W FHUAT AR B
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Sfa ¥ SgaR o FHET 3N Tredien T P

D BII B DU b Y W @Al B | DU Bid Bl IidRe drad bl
BRI 2| Sl 3AIGd @ U 8 98 © dIgd SV, 98 el DI IARD
Hied @ BT T8 &1 Fadl |

Al 97, &g 9T B oy I8 Wi Bl N W [Aeqpa 9%
T8 B Fahdll aifh Al A IS FWABR D ol AR ganr Rl
2 Uell & 7RI ¥ B AR &1 Wa sl afda |t #§ fifda
BIAT B 1 Irgarqs dell a1 39 faRrear § 9 $ SR T8 wR Ul
AT S W IED IS H GGl § 98 A BOY 3% S § IR WG W
BU 21 g9 B, fFoilg & — Uoa € S T &1 Ao @k 1 T
2| AN A faRe Raerae, v § A Ja fAwa & g 2 i)
ST RA I 2 98 3 qa WE & A 9sy | o pfoer o gfic @ @
Sifdd wel 1 avE © SR IgaRd Bl P Ja dceHl W T g8 Bl
& R P AE B '

Uigdl 9, 8 AW g Afdad W Sl @ Ud ARM S 91E
SR BT A B SERT S AARS HG B @ § IR AT 59 Fre A
N B wU A v ¥ meR TEU Bl € O 98 B2 A B Th
e S99 AR BId B Yol 9 2 yAF W iR e, Wpd, Afdkad
EW @ Foil B il 81 P9 B dgeiar A aied dre Al 9 Hoit
BT WRITHR PR GHdl & WR Goll # B9 BRI ad 98 Ygd -1al adhdl |
Hifs 7 ared gY W el & WHU, NG, gea O B | IE g5
wrarfde 8 W | AfARS digd AR 987 HwoT & 99 98 Iiagie T A
Aell H IP[AYd AT SHSD! AR BT 6aF 8 | 4% AqaRd D HOON
3R died 99 w9 R oidfora # Wl Siadfe wEfe g1 @
ARSI 9199, e, @, ISuYad e, FAFR aikyed, ®e, wy,
fe wWRI W 9189 gfar # Hey xifua ol 21 99 o9 N & © fahg

-
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BT H AR B T AR IredTAT B A

@ dHg H geal § 98 SRIW FHeum A W IR &1 9T 991 B o
JIATED B PO 2 98 HORAH © | HoUdl 8, el [JBfadl § Sias &1
RG] T, Aaed b A el w1 waad g, Rl @ 82 fhe qwferd
& BTl B; fored 8% Ul g€ ® Y4g o W § I

Sefd IR @ fu Wl B — ST @ 8% gu, #) Bid ¥
T B hed AR Rrey o = femarel &1 snaraa w3 Aifdy |
AR B TR R {B JRY §N I & oo arad ol AT Dl
anerara fhy fgmr ¥ T8 ax Hhar | ArcATd PR D Ig Rfd uReEd
Rerfd @ WA 8 5 argaed 4o W@ & AIR-UR <& HHaT o | qa
T BT IHATT 7 e I Reafd § o2 gbR o Fedl Iaa= &1 Il
i | |

3dTe B4 U 3AqdIad Uil BT argd Y&l (outside projuction)
HRAT & I BB WA R & I8 Srgaresd a1 U e Pl A
Al 2° s WY S §91 IRV 3| ARl & W Rm IHar gRAt &
T2l € e TWIHR o A9Re R @ %9 &) Sewa ®, W8l WY
REAPR B S gl favd (3% des) § 98 S9! AFNIG Rafd
W R 2| TP TG A 9 QT (-3 gl fhava @ nil @
RIS S 4 gRAT 99101 81 R/I1 Ioi8 § b W g9R foRar-dery
A Fe B R A RS S I R W el <@ U 2° gHD e
3 HEAYUT BRI § — Toh; WAHR AR AJARH B g ITD AHINIG
gAY & HRI-ART I Hiegiae 49 R ydE € 7 te-g | e
3R ITAT-3eT 31 YRR U 81 I8 8N (ROTdR iR Iarcad)
g & SRR B <9id 2| 39 Y 'R 3w )Ie fhaitaa €1 3
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HRAT F AR B T AR AT BT PIA

gere € 79 & fEfor BRd €1 a ofigd @ B W a8 e R o
g9 H @7 oy ® a1 fmior s shigw o fafafdm @ et }1 |ara
Jg 3odl ¢ & orfaesd @ arfear W0 # sl ad IUey 87 1 39
Rerfy # Swad fBl Y g &) el 7M1 O \dbar 82 Safd <7 A9Te
IR BT A BT AR TH AT & I 8| T AT B GRYdar §
T I8 919 9fed € f Ot WreT ol S9a R 69d 99 € 98 fhaHl
aRudd 2 | SN HINT I A DI gRugaar FeiRer ol 81 I8 AT @l
SUAfY & TOIRY ¥ 988 WY & of 31ef &1 \rfe a=rdT 2|

d8 Udh SRIMS MR P fog BRil 8 Fifd @R & Al = fbam
& Al aa 7 8 9Pl U AEIi®, Aikaiad AR Bl & g
A — YEIBR B B W ¥ AR fha & @l @ |1 8l
qg AU T AU G AV fAhN & AT R AHEING R A el
BT & SRl ¥ EAIHR 3T MY DI FATS & AR SISy q@dl 2 | I8l
A FFABR B AFITG, AFRIGar & e oo ARye (ARl
@ A Bl 31 3R T8 W §H WAPR AR et B qmiie R I
SIePY @ AP B | TIAHR B GOEal SHB AKRII el Al
gfeds 98 AR OMY-UNI & AMIFNIG, WNIE gwedl & feamd 2|
RITIER Tl BT HROT BT AT BRO A7 AR & W I W
BIS AIE AR BT P (b Rygerer’ sror qorerdl 8 ot a8 sffom
YR & I B SN BT TS MUR IRGd § W9 & ¥ S Aa B
Ay w=cft 21 Ao @ [FY @1 iR BIS R & ? rfarces
IRF g & & I8 Ia & IR R O S FHAl § ol 9§ &l
IR I IATHGR & IA 9§ ISR BRAT & | IIAT ofd W g1 2 B,
‘Bofded & 8§, ‘IfSfagera’ T8 Bl SEfd Aq @ W o "9 2
g8 GfeTd BT @ ‘dolfded’ &1 | fdha daar fddsta 481 81 el |
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Hiyar # IaTq B WA AR Irearen o HrA

T W_d ANIENNG HROY W IMIRG B g9l 31 ©, 98 AfKIIT & |
Y TAIHR SR gaed & 619 Ol g0 8 98 A9 @ MR W B, |
f IO & R WR| AN I W WAGR B IATYS 8 T Al

3rared @ foy A1 9 €1 o 81 |a B |

IMRIRBR ITNHR AR Fded & d19 T8 Jdagle &l faR 2
fovTa ST Al & IraIg H R, g5, gRad WHIfdS 8 | RETDR
1 Aell ABTHRT BT AT 2 Sl Teal 3N Yelibl & R 8, Yo 3R
ST 8, TETad 3% £ WAPR @ Jawd A U8 °eHAl BT &
gedl § — g8 sifam wean, sifam «Rm,. wem WM e or 9o i
H9a TRl & 3R argaed @ WiaR I8 "o |wiafie v W gedl 7] 34
a1 vl & 1 B § — el B GHH TN |

"9 arier o A1) BT & BARN A9 WR IR, fb R wuregd
HAT ATEAT & O IS IR W R |ar 8| g9 9gHIS @l GHIdl Bl
B9 URY T8 B Ahd, afd Hrarcad 49 39 F9Uan Bl fffeqad d

ghar 2 'Y

el fda g &1 ¥, 9 3 IPfd IR 98 & R & W IR
& A AT SiaT P JH-GRIGHR & | &9 gaada a1 99 9 W
BT 81 98T @ P TRAN § off SIe D a¥g 8l © o @ Wi 9
TR g&T Bl ARG B B 2| & Bl U Siiad I Bl 30 STk
# 3fffeR By <gar 8| SERT S99, N@Ter aF BoT sal &) 3RIH 9
3, [T BId I TSl A URT H 9 3@ 7 | fd9 9 a7 YR SR
MBI S &1 B Wahdll & — I§ YAIBR DI <&l IR iR § & a8
Y fdaeit arefiad <ar 21

faat & four wcg H weal § € duar| gaforg 9 e =
BN, YT I @R IAAT 8 TR R AT & v BN TR @Y
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mﬁarﬁaaaﬁaﬂwaﬁvammﬁm

faerar @ &6 o9 99 g AL 9 U, Uk B UR T O @ SR ER
frar, W Foudr, IR 99 {7 g9e) 9RA B | Uk S IN-HER Ted
2|

HIYT Uh qHIISTD OTHT & | 98 AHISTh YA 8] B WY w@iifdd
T ¥qaF T8 B, WY ONIRG FIER P ARIH B, WuNT B AR g g
AHHE YR & Wig - Y &Y, a1 0 a8 FF BT ST eI B, 99 A
qyT, 9 & 98 MRV & UR BT ARV &7 O fd9 s aied
Jorsd) H HE B T W AT P TP BR W BIg ol & AN IH$I
g — AMIfve §e91, § Bl 98 of @ URT B B qd 8 99 @) A
T IR QA 2| o9d 9 SHB W 7| 98 GIMST 9 ugdd B | oFal
g2d # Fua YAy W 2, {9 d'W), War, gds¥ A T8l uAYd, 9 gagd
W OWRd 2| 98 919 W UL a1 B gai H A8, A B T4 gl 4
4 gud 2 forg @il &) gar W A8 gl 9 g H o A A
S g1 TR ol 9 fd9, w9 8, R vE | e 3 AW 3 R T o9
g, & g ghfa A B, U Al Wial & B g ek fd9 wig @
Tead rpfa el CIfd @ wea § — "The images in a poem are like a

series of mirrors... But they are magic mirrors, they do not merely reflect the
theme, they give it life and form, it is in their power to make a spirit visible."*

iy @1 ARdE TE-T 2 T8 T W A ad qR uol @) gel
& ARTE g1 T BT & % faRr ek argy emaRer ¥ el UdbeH
Feea | fSaT dicd 91 3R SM WM A9 8 U-TTH, 9 Ry

Tig, | B A S, 9 B YR 29, 1 Uwy ®©Y 7 STd-RIflL..
I B DI AT FHSIAT &, T H BT A1 ®ar § fomfkd w@er 97|
JET W 7E B WA IRk A ga 9 &1 ST Sfafifed B | o waf
H DI M, 79 AT B G AgRar B 2

ue © {9 & arafas Jfvar @ 8?° andu. Rasw 3 Afvew
31 ferex¥) 1R (1934) W forar & — fdal @1 Ufesp fawiwareit &1
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B § Iarg B FEAT AR THare B HA

HeT 9 9ga IS Hew &7 Sr @1 8 49 U vwedl @ SR Sad
YATERITEN el B forae el AHRIE Tl ¥ SR faviver Haed 4 s
B B UG B RO I ydgEenl of B0 € o9 f5 9 Hded @
Ry AT g B 17 e o Hfa A onfl, fiegma oph e e ©
— & Bl gRY fPY AT WY H | 98 qRAfdD 81, IHDT FO W I Ol
TE ST T B U8 YRA WOIHR USd B 91 R gae ® fr
gfderr A8-8 GRAI, AT BT IRV HRAT FAdT B S FH IFd
Irafie R A 2 AE F R e o1 ot @ g e
T IFTHD, (RAGIT) AFd &, T ey BT mawd 781 2,
Wqﬁﬁg%mwﬁrl”” |

fera o8 A guforr afdar R 99 @ Fagr 9a”@ & — “The
function of poetry in to convey the 'sense' of the things rather than the

knowledge of things - and the image were not make of words at all, but were

. 1
naked sense stimules."

AHTG: 3dled (4 o WEl & waal & 44 9 w=d €1 sefe
9 @ T3 ¥E & & 9 Ariq SuRed & Jad ¥ R afiw &
foiaT, S &1 e § 9| ORI SIFIaR T 9 BT § S, fAege
SW Hifd ] 7 g @ # AR, wog, Wa, TR e B gt @
$9 BR ¥ I9 BR P, 39 UR I 99 UR 9@ & SHIA R AP aH
el U 2| AJAIRd @ oY I8 gREA 8 fF I9 &9 &Y g-9-8 39 &0
U1 of | ifd 99 @ aRfr § S deyareierar afba iR Sree 8 98
I Bedd dF § T8l AT 3R aRerdl 8 @R I8! WO aR @ Wi
ORI HaeAT IR 49 &1 |9 7| o9 e BT HUF & — "New images
may be created and pepetual activity may be enriched by the free place of
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In the pit of our breasts we are together,
in the heart’s plantations we. traverse
a summer of tigers.

Pable W



Of Brutus and Borges

Players change, but not the crime,
dagger-moment, word and deed.

On the abacus of time

history rearranges beads;

pulls out from her fading past é/
the same star-clusters, symmetri

on changing skies; behind simulacra
the darkest heart of mysteries.

Brutus has been seen and now

" nothing can reverse the tide.

The stricken Consul finds this worse
than knife-wounds nestling at his side.
Caesar cannot live through this,

his spirit so completely broken.

To support the others, Marcus Brutus
need not raise his arm in token.

Over to Buenos Aires now

where the pulse beats hot and loud.

A gaucho being assassinated

sees his godson in the crowd,

a knife held steady in his hands.

"But Che 1" he calls.

Don't read the words, but hear the sound,
says Borges. The gaucho falls

hacked with love and hate and knives.
Through bloody wounds, life flows out clean;
He dies, not knowing he has died,

to re-enact a Roman scene.



Invoking the Goddess

it was an ordinary hill

with a goattrack

and a small temple at the top;.
a hill which had never darkened
to an omen

or thrilled to an augury.
And Kartikeya

maker of myths

and intoner of hymns
sat through half a lifetime here
praising the goddess

and unburdening the visions
his blind eyes could not see.

Words came to him, humming
along the strings of his ektar,
the music came from above,
-they said, and his face took on
a light-on-water shimmer
when he sang.

People, as they came

halfway down the hill

from the temple of the goddess
dropped coins on the mud floor
where he sat.

Children, the first time



~ hurried away

frightened by the rondures
of his snuffed out eyes;
the eyes of the blind
always appear larger.

But notes from his ektar
caught them by the wrists
and the lilt in his voice
pulled them back to him.

He sang from memory

as the blind always sing

so that half his music

passed into folklore.

Many of his verses

disappeared with him

barring the one

he scribbled on a slate

the day before he died.

It read like a letter

to the goddess:

"There’'s no escape from each other
we both know that.

Either | crawl to your threshold
or you descend

on the nervous stillness that is 1.
I await you

like a chord

apprehensive

of a musical note.”



History

History always came from- the north.

It generally had an aquiline nose

and browner hair

and a lighter tone of skin. _

I've forgotten the colour of its eyes.

History always came on horseback

clad in britches, stinking of unwashed bodies, holding
stronger-thewed bows

and spark and powder and matchlock.

The horsemen were always hungrier;

the look in their eyes so intense

it drilled a hole through the mountains.
Screened by hedges and thick woods
and their own uncombed hair |
the peasantary watched

as they would have if a

herd of wild elephants had passed.
Returning to their villages unconcerned,
they put'a fresh coal in the hubble-bubble
and warmed their hands before chaff-fires.
Until the village was raided, that is,

and the grain bins were emptied

and men were drafted to cariy loads

and the younger raiders laid their hands
on the trailing hair of fleeing women.

In the meantime the bigamous '

or trigamous Raja



-while countering the intrigues

of his oldest wives against

the latest addition to the harem
was left with no time for strategy.

The astrologer too had kept him busy.
Side-stepping the malefic Rahu

and avoiding the shadow of Saturn

on the sundial of your horoscope

can be a fulltime job.

~ After imbibing some hash

the Raja’s infantry and elephants
charged pell-mell.

The matchlock made a-hash of their advance
and the pachyderms turned trumpenng
and trampled the men;

then the enemy cavalry

attacked from the flank

and no one knows if the Raja

died or fled; history

loses interest in defeated kings.

But there were no crossroads here

and no going back.

You came across the mountains

and settled down

and the buffaloes calved

and the water pails rang faintly

as milk from the udders hissed into them.
The women bore children

year after year, uncomplaining,



and the boys brought the cattle home

in the evening _
and the women brought the firewood.

But what of the dry-eaf fires and the sulphur dawns
and sunlight buzzing on a moth’s stained-glass wings?
'And the drummer boy who fought with the landlord
and ran away to become a bandit 7 '

And the pretty village girl who eloped

and was found later in a city brothel 7

And the missing nautank/ dancer

who was found in the Swami's bed,

the Swami often photographed lying on a plank of nails;
and his acolytes who were furious

not because they discovered this liaison

but because they'd never known he had a proper bed!
And the shikari who came for jungle fow!

but lost his shotgun and his right arm

because the cowherd took him straight to the tiger's lair?
This too was history

though no one ever wrote it.



Finalities

They were no strangers to tranquility
and their hieroglyphs never spoke of war.

- Though they had cleared the swamps

they lived at peace

with crocodile and hippo.

A decent place it was

where the riversilt

was as sacred as the river.

There was laughter everywhere, and corn.

Each ate the bread from his own threshing floor
and all daughters married in the -tribe.

Inequities there were, of course:

if land was sold

the tiller went with it.

The poor could not worship sun or river
and there were bickerings:

Was dew a lunar oblation or a solar one?
And the loud-mouthed divinity of the cataract,
was it a god or goddess?

Flint was honoured - it gave them fire

and arrow-heads.

Animal masks gave their dreams a nudge
and they woke up to the same animals
around them next morning.

Dream and life

were of the same warp and the same weft.



Then one day, while digging, a man

hit a seam of metal with-his flint axe.

And the dreamer of the tribe dreamt

(he had never done anything else)

that his body was pervaded with light

and a cavernous voice

spoke to him about the one and only Lord.

And laughter- left the tribe
even as God and iron entered.



The Glass-Blower

He knew about glass and its history:

beads of the vintage of Amenhotep;

the Niniveh tablets of Assurbanipal;

blowpipe, marver, pontil, each successive step

Which fire took to make clay transparent.
"Glass is not in the family”, he said.

"My forefathers were alchemists, sublimators
of baser alloys alike zinc and lead,

believers in a four-cornered universe

of water and air, earth and fire.

They spent a lifetime with bellows, furnaces.
They were metallurgists, but they aspired

to mysticism. Alchemy for them was not some quack technique
harnessed to greed of wealth.

The goal was transmuting the earthy

into the celestial, sickness into health.

Now things are changed; a philosophy slips out
as an age loses its teeth. Nothing holds fast.
Decay sets in with birth:

we rust like iron, we splinter like glass.”



We walked past litter to his boiler room
where a reed-thin boy in a tattered vest
and a lost fact dipped his blowing iron
into a small vat of silica paste.

The furnace, fitted with fire<clay pot and flue,
crackled and hissed. The stilt legs of the boy
glowed faint red on the shin-bone as he put
the blowing iron to his lips and blew.

His cheeks turned to hemispheres, fully blown;

his neck, corded and veined, struggled up to thé nape
with his exhalations. A blob ballooned

at the pipe’s other end and froze into shape.

A smell of burnt resin, fossil gum, miracles,
of just-fallen lightning came from the bowl,
as it should, with clay altered to replicate
the luminous transparencies of the soul.

The first time men saw this state of mist,

this veil that veiled nothing - O glorious deception -
and glass cool into colour of space, did they cry out
"This is no object, it is thought, perception

N



The Last \X/hale |

‘When the last whale passes into our Lord’s keeping
how wiill the funeral go? '

Wil the last post ring out, will there be muffled drums? -
A dead Viking, we are told, was laid out

in all his regalia—the mail - shirt unflapping,
his painted shield hanging along the bulwarks,
his drinking horn to remind us of his revels,
sword and battle-axe in memory of his rages.
And they hoisted a square sail o
handing boat and body to the wind.

But this is not how it will go at all. -
For as the last whale is pulled in

from blood-darkened seas, speared

by a harpoon stuffed with explosive,

he will be sliced up with power-saws

and the deck will be slick with blood and blubber.
Murdering them by the shoal

(nine hundred) for ‘research’

is big business in Japan.

For fifty million years whales cruised the oceans,
as intrinsic to the sea as tides,

as reefs, as molluscs, as sea-anemones,

. now slaughtered to discover

how they survived that long.

When the last whale moves into our Lord's keeping -
the wake abuzz with flies and a procession



of gulls as there never was before -

and the seas turn the colour of red wine -

theyll wonder if this is- omen or miracle.

Neither | Just the gashed side of a harpooned whale.

The sea-god, his eyes red with salt-burn,

his beard turned to coral, extends his palm

to ask what's in store for him.

As many stars as there were before

to brood over tides and chart the course of ships;
the same number of icebergs, more or less;

more oil slicks certainly and tanker fleets,

more aircraft-carriers and submarines. No whales.



Of Mohommad Ali Pasha

We had been into the El Gabal citadel

and the Military Museum housed inside;

walked past prints that showed Thutmose and Rameses
crushing their foemen under chariot wheels.

The medieval contraptions of war were there

from sword and catapuit to fireball and matchlock;
and a battering ram known as ‘Al Kabash'.

After walking past history, at least

the official version, from thrashed crusaders

and Louis IX led captive before Saladin

to the modern campaigns, Yemen in the fifties

and the Yom Kippur war, we came

to the-Mohommad Ali Pasha mosque

and the guide took us over the great man’s house.

"Welcome to Mohommad Ali Pasha house |

He himself live here in nineteenth century

and rule Egypt in. same century. _
These walls strong, but the Pasha even stronger;
hard with Egyptians and hard with Mamelukes.
Hard with wife also, but that only presumption.
Come, embroidery class held in inner room.

See how fast their hands work - like pickpocket.
Pickpocket take away what Allah give;

‘Allah not give back what pickpocket take away.



These embroideries we send to Saudi Arabia.
In the past we sent them because Saudia very poor.
Now we send them because Saudia very rich |

"Now you must see dining room. Those days

no eating and sitting room separate;

where you eat you sit and where you sit you eat.

. There were Mamelukes those days, very headstrong,
who listen nobody, not Sultan in Istanbul,

not Mohommad Ali Pasha in Cairo !

You know what they kept? Bad faith and concubine;
bad faith with people, bad faith with Ottoman empire
bad faith with Mohommad Ali Pasha.

“So Pasha invite Mamelukes in dinner.

This wooden couch where you sit, see how it open?
Inside he place musket, many musket. ‘
Then lid closed; no one know where muskets sleep.
He called Baltagis to serve meats and viands.

You know Baltagis? Axe-men;

-people who were paid to wield axes once.

Pasha start paying them now to wield guns.

"When Mamelukes take dinner and finish coffee
Axe-men take muskets and finish Mamelukes.
Only one Bey escaped, all others .kilied.
Mohommad Ali Pasha, very clever man [”



Cargo

It was all skim and surf

and hard wind-nudge

in the taut belly of the sail

as the boat left its latitudes.

The African cockatoos

swivelled on their perches

and swore in Swahili

at the high-decibel _

chirping of the lovebirds.

The quails were morose.

When they placed them beside the falcons
the cages got spattered with bird-lime.

A swarthy pearl-diver -

climbed the mast like a leopard
and the captain thought of him
as a black miniature

messing about with the rigging.
Yet, like a gust of fresh breeze,
he entered the dreams

of the virgin daughter

of the imperial concubine.

She had left her teens and her shores
at the same time, smearing

her hands and feet

‘with a paste of sandalwood bark -
and giving her face a herpal wash
each day of the voyage.



Like the quails

the slaves too were morose.

The chains were heavy

and bit into their ankles.

When the sea turned nasty

in keeping with the moods

of the virgin .concubine

and the wave-tops stormed into the boat
it was difficult enough

to keep the sacks of aniseed dry

and sacks of ginger and cloves and spices,
without being bothered with slaves

who sloshed around in the salt

and coughed and spat and wilted.

At landfall

it was the captain’s turn

to be morose.

Half his cargo had been thrown otit.

Death made a big splash

as he went overboard about fifty times

and the gulls remained right behind the wake,
following the honey-sweet

smell of dying all around.

But the islendking forgave

the dead birds and dead slaves their dying;
as two half-naked Nubians

carried the litter

smelling of sandal-paste

into his island-harem.



Night Thoughts \hile Travelling

Tu Fu

Thin grass swaying

on the river bank.

The sail boat's utter solitude;
tall mast steady

against wind and night.

Star-fall across the endless plain
and the moon flowing
with the great roar-river

Youth and the river's darkness
and the night's darkness
flow by.

My poems are not a flame |
that could light up the night
of old age and anonymity.

Afloat on a current
Detween river and sky
a lonely black gull, 1.



The Chillum

Summer passes high over the mountains;
a bird sings somewhere -

a cloud peels off from the sky.
In a high pasture hut, logs, grass, colours.
So many colours which
speed across the eye, like clouds.
Outlines bend outwards
and warp and straighten and warp.
Thoughts open up like parachutes
and drift away, as if a strong wind
has carried them into the woods.

Yet the two of them sit

as inert as inertia.

All they do is

take the chillum to their lips.

Flame and powder

and the left palm overshadowing the right,
and the mouth homing for the butt

of the embering clay pipe.

Ecstasy is smoke, smc<e ecstasy,

as the thin, reedy, ever so long-drawn
inhalation occurs.

Voids are sucked in, tumbling over other voids.
Colour bands, or what looks like colour bands,
start palpitating on the blood-margins of vision.



Speech and laughter quiver on a plane

that had jumped levels,
a higher wave band, heat band of half hysteria.

And things blur out of focus
as eyeballs turn askew.

Summer passes high over the mountains;
a bird cries out somewhere
a cloud peels off from the sky.



To Georges Braque
(On his Painting, “School Prints - The Birds”}

The sky needn't

be at the top.

It could be

a blue backdrop

rough in texture, v
something you could feel; -
stronger than ether

or the ethereal.

Then paint a star.

Don't go back very far

to a dead quasar.

Who wants some burnt out hell?
David's star

would do as well.

When you paint a bird

we remember

it is older than words,

younger only to air

or water or meteor fires.

Don't potter around

too much with wings or down.
What if it has stilts for legs

or a tripod for claws?

Paint and flight have different laws.
When all that rigidity



explodes through the window
of the painting

into the sky

imagine how the bird will fly.

Reach for hope

and your periscope

and draw your fish

let the line waver

dot the eye

and discover

‘blue of sky

turning blue of sea.

In any case, ‘ultramarine,’

a seaweed word, came from the sea.

The sea and sky on one square board

star and fish and static bird.

Rest your brush and eyes and oars.

Kites and fancies, let them soar.

Perspective isn't worth a kopek.

That window, blue with light, make opaque

and on the plaque
sign Braque.



The Foal

Always when the foal is born
night is over
it is dawn.

Here the night is grey and young
the stars craw! upwards
rung on rung.

The first cold feel of splinteréd glass:
the dew condensing
on the grass.

In store for them is freezing cold
for mother mare
and coming foal.

A bed of straw is snugly laid
sheaf on sheaf
and blade on blade.

The farmhand sees through creaking door
her hooves turn restless
on the floor. -

She circles round but doesn’t groan,
a restless stammer
on the stone.



Then she lies down on the straw
the foal has started
moving Now.

Soon a bag, toy horse, and blood
lie gently heaving
in the mud.

Four thin twig-like legs appear
to sign the end
of this dark year.

For quite sometime the legs don't kick.
- The foal awaits
the mother’s lick.

Where's the dark and where's the cold?
the mother's steam-breath
warms the foal.

Slowly the eyes are licked quite clean
and sight appears
through webbed screen.

Always when the foal is born
night is over
it is dawn.



Ratfall

Scurrying through dark waterways we sometimes find
ourselves in the open, where you can observe

the sun’s broken bulb shivering under the waterline.
We can't pause and admire, we haven't got the nerve.

The open stretch is frenzy | Leap to the next

dark hole. At times it has come to pass

we've landed in snake-pits, but the snakes have gone,
for fragile as ever, the earth-cracks up like glass.

When the earth thunders rather than the sky,

and nothingness broods, dust-whiff and stone;

and ripping through the dark-heaving underground,
comes the halfroar and the half-moan, .

women migrate slowly and with much ado:
wails, silence alternate. They sift through stonefall
for trinkets. Who notices how we bounce and go
where dark instinct and the charred night calf?

The skies tilt a little as we come up,

but not the earth-crust. We traverse the cracks.
Other disasters grab us by the throat.

Fear and the flea sit on our rubber backs.



Of a sudden there’s commotion, even though
the sky's stopped tilting and the earth is stil.
Our pointed noses and our soundless feet
trigger panic as some of us take ill.

We flail around'in a kinetic explosion

lurch zigzag and flop, petrified and grey.

The slum-bastioned, sewer<City comes apart;
each street, with its headload, goes its rural way

rootwards, on sizzling rail tracks, to the pipal tree,
its stone slab Hanuman, carved rather flat.

The emptying city looks out for a prayer.

But after the ratfall what requiescat?



of Dreams

He dreamt of hell-fires, or thought he did.

Neither in your senses, nor in sleep,

do you dream such rubbish, he thought.

(The worm of doubt was already gnawing deep,
asking how dream, and thoughts on the dream,
could run on the same spool, alongside each other)
Someone knocked on the backdoors of his mind
through vaporised past, through distance, ether.

The voice had an edge as it rifled through the din:

these were not sin-fires he was roasting in.

Who burns for anything these days, surely not the dead?
They sit at the Board of Directors instead:

In this day and age it doesn't seem

anyone’s afflicted with this hell-fire dream.

Why me then? he thought. Why do | get bogged?
(his thought groped, smoke-stung, through a fire-fog).

A tail of sparks behind a cinder’s fall;

and he woke up, turning

on his side, heard someone banging on his rear door,;
found roof and rafter burning.



Childhood Poem

(For A. K. Ramanujan)

There’s precious little to a childhood once
you've forgotten it. One can probe no further.
in imbo, one absence, one vacancy

is as good as another.

‘Why can't you remember? ‘my wife asks, 1 can.’
I do not answer, wish to avoid friction.

| couldn't be unique in my forgetfulness.  *
Childhood is a fairly common affliction.

My few memories are of Lyallpur.

now Faisalabad, named after the king.

If Idi Amin had signed a large enough cheque
they would have named this dustbowl after him.

First memories: dust storms | can still taste, one mulberry tree
in whose dark shadow we gorged on fruit.

I don't recall kites, spinning tops, birds;

no othe. tree, Nor trunk nor branch nor root.

Sacred Hearts School and lItalian fathers,

bald, bearded, stout.

War made them prisoners of war. When they stitched
the schoo! up with barbed wire, Father pulled me out.



Arya School; God save us from the Aryans.

Boys spilled in from an orphanage nearby

with pockmarked faces and purple splotches.

Sing’ 1 | sang ‘London Bridge s falling down'.

The refrain "My fair lady,” they thought, was obscene

and reached, (thank God) for their own respective crotches

We sat on jute strips spread out on the grass
a ‘takhti’ resting on the right thigh;

dipped our quills in clay inkwells and set out
on the seas of Urdu calligraphy.

The pen was no wand, instead of the rondures
and scimitar curves of the Urdu alphabet

I produced serrations and smudges,

charred centipedes on a wooden slate.

When the Master wanted sleep he shouted Tables’ |
We learnt them by rote in an endless choric drone.
It was not memorizing but amnesia.

I would nod into sleep vithout a groan.

The Master, Chaitandev, wore (urra and turban.

You could play golf with his eyeballs, grotesquely askew:,
When you thought he was looking the other way

you fell in his distorted line of sight. He had you



by the wrist, gave it a corkscrew turn

and rammed his fist in the pith of your back.

You threshed the floor gasping for some momeénts
and then flopped inert like an empty sack.

Kanwar Ram replaced him, he wore salwars
wide enough to have blocked the road.
Strong in his biceps and arithmetic

the replacement didn't bode me any good.

My iron slate had shed its frame. As | assailed

him with my scrambled digits | could feel

his anger and fled. The slate, hurled like a fiail,
severed flesh and tendon, an inch above my heel

and laid me low for a week.

One other memory lingers

A swooping kite that makes off with

a crumb of bread from between my fingers.

I 'was taken piggyback to watch moharram

streaming down the radials to the Gol Bazar.

A clutch of chained knives played a jingle on their backs.
The dead saints saw (v it they left no scar. ‘

Two years before Muslims asked for another country
the way you reach out for another piece of bread
we left Lyallpur for Junagadh.

Left two brothers behind, now one of them is dead.

\



They went through hell, that is, Punjab, Sindh, Rajputana;
showing sacred threads each time to prove a different case:
not Hindu first, not Muslim later. One took shelter

in a brothel - lucky guy, | wish | were in his place |

But what they told me then is vivid. still.

The summer of 1947. )

The sabre procession two miles long, bluerobed Nihangs
and an overhang of dust’like a scourge from heaven.

The procession snaking like a turban unwound.
Fiery slogans, sabres drawn:

Akhand rahega Hindustan /

Nahin banega Fakistan’/

3ut | wasn't there, the procession for me

~vas a string of long-robed spear-headed words.
XMhat can one say when simulacra turn vivid
and the real gets blurred 7 -

3eyond this | recall nothing :

he gates of memory have been closed.
sometimes | mourn for this loss of faces;

hat haunted past, now sadly devoid of ghosts.



The World of George Keyt

The eye of the blue Gopal keeps track of me
as if mounted on a swivel-gun.

I walk six paces to the left

six paces to the right

and the eye of the indigo cherub follows me.
The eyeball is just a black, inverted cone

yet it stalks me like a taut bow.

Have | walked into a haunted cave 7

Wrong. It is | who am the ghost,

a spectral wisp in the house of the living.

For everything palpitates here.

The sandalcoloured limbs pulse with ichor.

The green is brighter than a parrot's plumage

and takes off. The yellows are a quest for light.
The palette vibrates with the warmth of flesh tones
and overwhelms the senses

like the bursting of a musk-pod.

One enters the stroke-hole of agony

that is Shiva-shoka with a sense of awe.

This is the dervish dance of the Mahadeva
maddened by the death of Parvati.

The feet are not there, yet you can hear

their circular rhythm across the cosmic drum.
Three elliptic eyes, a shock of curving hair

show the catherine wheel of his demented mind.
You are drawn into the vortices of its spin,

you move along the lines of tortured grief

1 »~



scarred from eye to mouth,

a mouth that trembles and vibrates

like a band of light.

ANnd Shakti lies across his shoulders

in the fullness of her body

and the ripened glory of her breasts

and as the eye slurs across her figure

you can almost caress the down upon her groin.

In this forest of luminous limbs

one jostles against the bulge and rondure
of hip, abdomen, thighs.

The women are cultimages here

carved after some canonical formulae

of this saint of the flesh.

Through a maze of geometric planes
their breasts erupt, the axe-blade nose
sheers down like a limestone cliff.

The eyes are massive windows of the soul
half-hooded with passion,

the eyelid heavy as a tortoise shell.

There is a lilt in the line that comes

from the well-springs of joy.

No room for dark angels here,

nor horizons pocked with tragic omens.
All pain is swallowed

in the delicious pulp of the gourded body.
Shiva and Shakti

Purusha. and Prakriti wander

through these unchartered south seas of the soul
where the black sails of night

shall never be hoisted.



Oslo Fragment

These nightmares did not thresh his blood:
blue eyes, blond beards, long burning hair
and dragon-prows, all too remote

to cause an archetypal scare.

Lost in the driftwood of this language

at every turn he came across

two intersecting linear strips

the natives here called the cross.

Walked gingerly along the shore,

charred sea-weed-strewn, dark mermaid-haired;
he paused awhile to ask himself

what he was really doing there;

scared of slipping over edges

brittle-iced or furred with moss

and triggering into startled flight

a hoary wide-winged albatross.



Winter View (Midlands)

The fields enclosed, but no sign of someone

. driving a stake in or stringing a wire.

~ The streams sapphireclear as they ripple over
reflections of long-drowned church spires.

They have superior rain-gods and grass-gods

and clover-gods - the whole earth blessed with green
under skies always cursed with grey —

and all the trees charred by an unseen fire. -



Disparate Pieces

A month after the tyres screeched
disparate pieces in his brain

woke up to a kind of life

a kind of memory again,

sieved through haze and film and time.
He shook his head and something stirred.
A parable, a paradigm?

The experts quarrelled and differed.

The doctors said things would come back;
the cells would take. their time to heal,

but heal they would with someone’s grace.
His wife walked the Sai Baba track.

His furniture came back to him;

recalled the settee and cane chair,

the one on which he would recline,

a table’s missing leg, a tear

in the sofa’s tapestry.

He recognized the bird design

- they brought the curtain to his room -
the sparrows pecking on a vine.

He spotted his Bokhara rug,

and there it stopped, his memory’s sum.
That son - impersonating boy,

He hadn't ever seen the bum.



That-woman passing for his wife?
You must be joking. For the record
they asked if he had known of love.
He fumbled with his trouser cords.
The gulmohar in his garden? He
did not know of any tree.

The birds, what did he have to say?
~ The birds, he said, had flown away.



Fragment

The heaven’s blue was in her_ eyes.

He stammered when he met her first.

Two weeks they moved, hand touching hand;
just once his lips encountered hers.

He groped above her waist and found

her drawing back-and knew he'd lost;
. despairing, gazed into her eyes,

one blue with sulphur, one with frost.



Letters to Pablo

Dignitaries fell,
wrapped in their togas
of worm-eaten mud
— ‘Revolution; : Pablo Neruda

Pablo, as you must have known,

they always fall in their metaphorical togas.
(Caesar, of course, fell

with the real one on his back).

When they are actually felled,

as if by a heart attack,

the ones who gamble

on the stock exchange of power,
are always nailed, as you observe,
to their gilded doors.

They must be seen against

their backdrop, after all.

You can't think of that lady
without her shoe racks now, can you?
Nor the Pahalavi monarch
without the tent city which rose
for that splash at Persepolis.

And one can't quarrel with you, Pablo
as you rail against that ‘hen’s turd’, Franco,

)
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’

or that ‘dead rat' of a Somoza

shot in a swamp (Il take your word for it}
and Trujillo with the gold teeth, '
[your word again, | am not

about to check with his dentist}.

We don't know whom to believe; each one
turns the tourniquet when he gets the chance.
The ones who dined on the revolution

for fifty years were no different.

Ceausescu was a bigger bastard

than any dictator on your continent.

But | want to discuss those

who “know hunger like a sacred text”,

who egged on all those guys in shirt sleeves
to shoulder spear and axe

and break those walls you talk about.

Now it is the Berlin Wall which has gone down.
The western press makes it look as if

Sodom and Gomorrah have fallen.

When symbol: crash, as you would know,
tremors proceed for a lifetime

and the rip and tear of tissue

can be heard at the other end of the planet.

You've no idea what hi-tech cranes were needed
to dump those Lenin statues in various places.
(Russia didn't have backyards enough).

Now -that's a pity, for Lenin was a sculptor's dream,
with that goatee of his

and that bald Byzantine dome of a head.



Those "Stalingrad poems would make you blush now
{they should have made you blush even then, Pablo).
You really made heavy weather of it;

Al night the peasant sleeps, awakes, and sinks

his hand into the darkness asking the dawn. .”

Now what made you write such crap, Pablo?
Nobody sinks his hands into darkness,

and no sonofabitch addresses the dawn.

And yet some would give you the benefit of the doubt
for all this was written in another time
and all this was scripted by another age.

You talked of the bombs

and the ‘murdering gas’ in Vietnam,
but not a word on the Prague of 1968
not a word on the Budapest of 1956,
as if the Soviets never had a tank.

They've registered a case now

on the death of Czar Nicholas.

They could open up cases

where the guillotine was used

in that other place, you know.

A “Station House Officer, Bastille (Erstwhile}”
could play havoc.

Each lettre de cachet signed by the Bourbons
each death warrant served

by the Committee of Public Safety

would be an exhibit, with the courtcrier shouting

R



"Robespierre, son of so and so,
member of the Jacobin Club,
may present himself for investigation.”

I don't know how to say this, Pablo,
but things are getting a bit confused.
Just as well you are not around.

You would have been embarrassed.



Letter 2

How is it you

never touched India, Pablo,

with the tide of your resonance?

If you had, would our salt estuaries still

be carrying the burning imprint of your words?

(I've begun sounding like you, youll notice).

you wrote about the spine of the Andes and

thindined Chile, lost between explosion and sunset.

Its foam, sand, and silence lay in ordered stripes

under the shadow of volcanoes and what was embering ash.

You wrote on Patagonia,

and one understands that

and you wrote reams on Mexico,

its red earth and its scalding rain

and its awesome cordilleras

-and its “mouths of abandoned mines

its serpents of fire, (its) men of dust.”

And one understands that too.

You found an affinity between its cactus

and your own roots, and one can't quarrel with that.

You even wrote on Rangoon,

comparing all its alabaster gods

to white whales and then you switched

to a beggar at the Parthenon, who, waiting

for God, found him busy in another office.

Here too it's the same, God and the bureaucrat

are both out attending meetings when you need them.



But the point is,

if you could write of Rangoon

you could have written about us.

The mud of our country also reveals

itself, petal by lotus petal, green and

lilac-spattered on black alluvial.

Our underworld too is thick with shadows.

We also have our milderfarting versions of

hen’s turd, boar droppings and others you despised.

You wrote

of the senator

who spoke up for sugar

and the senator who spoke up for beans.

Only when it came to speaking on rags or hunger,
the senators were absent (the subject perhaps .
good for rhetoric but unsuited to philosophic debate).
You wrote of a country named sweat and danger,
hunger, cold and misery. You could easily

have written about my country called

sweat and hunger, heat and misery.

That kind of switch doesn't ’

need any legerdemain.

In Estatuto Del Vino

you talk of spit on the walls.

Well, you would have seen a lot of it here.

And you talk of ‘slow whore stockings’.

f've news for you, our whores don't wear stockings.
So you wouldn't have had a long wait on your hands.
it's they who'd be waiting, ajar, as you would put it.

]
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And you would have

enjoyed talking to Nehru.

He would have given you such a dose

on non-alignment and non-violence and socialism

that who knows, you'd have stayed on and perhaps accepted
a Visiting Professorship at the JNU.

You hated solitude,

I hope | got you right.

And if you have forgotten

I could quote you to yourself:

"Solitude is the world's useless dust

the wheel turning without earth, or water, or man.”

Well, you wouldn't

have had any solitude here.

Five hundred millions would have

crowded you from crotch to chin.

Delhi would have been in a tizzy, the U. S.

Embassy would have frowned at the -eception.

A robin would have added to her litany of complaints:
You didn't sign this, you didn't sign that. '
One never realised .

a Third World signature could be that important.



You talked

of the long nights

of the sea that darkly surge

towards the ends of space.

You put it more pithily of course.

“The vastness that Aldebaran watches over.”
What a terrific line, Pablo !

(Notice how pitifully | write

about how beautifully you wrote).

Seeing your passion

for night, you would have

loved our night expresses,

the dark-wheeled trundle through the dark unknown;
as, awash with lit rectangles '

spilling out of train windows,

the night outside raced you on the tracks;

and the sound, slow-lurching, entered your porous soul,
and wrapped in steam, the engine hoot announced,
as if from worlds afar, from lost sidereal space,

the chance arrival of a childhood dream.



The Poseidonians

Summer after summer

they kept lamenting what they had forgotten
til @ mistmoment came

when they forgot the loss they were lamenting



The Poseidonians
(After Cavafy)

[We behave like] the poseidonians in the Tyrrhenian
Gulf, who although of Greek origin, became barba-
rized as Tyrrhenians or Romans and changed their
speech and the customs of their ancestors. But they
observe one Greek festival even to this day; during
this they gather together and call up from memory
their ancient names and customs, and then lament-
ing loudly to each other and weeping, they go
away. -

Athenios, Deipnosophistai, Book 14, 31A

(632)

All it takes to blight a language

is another sun. It's not burn

that does it, or chill, or the way
woods straggle down the hills, or seas
curl along the shingled coast.

It is the women, cowering

in fear, whom the soldiers,

as they clamber down the boats,

first reassure and then marry.

They are faithful, good with grain,
at baking bread and fermenting wine
and unscrambling the fish shoals from the meshes.

-~



They get the goddesses wrong sometimees (but so what?)
confusing mother with daughter.

And there are minor errors

in ritual and sacrifice,

in lustration oils and libations.

A few seasons teach the man

that his woman’s omen birds are always right;
her fears travel down the bloodstream

and a new language emerges from the placenta.

What does one do with a thought

that embarks on one script and lands on another?
A hundred years go by, perhaps two hundred,
living with the Tyrrhenians and the Etruscans,

and they discover there is more to a language
than merely words, that every act;

from making wine to making love -

filters through a different prism of sound,

and they have forgotten the land they set sail from
and the syllables that seeded their land.

What do they do, except once a year

at a lyre-and-lute festival,

Greek to the core, with dance and contests,
grope for memories in the blood,

like Demeter, torch in hand,

looking for her netherworld daughter?

And weep a little for the Greece they have lost
and reflect on this gulf of years which has proved



wider than the Tyrrhenian gulf,

and the hiatus between the languages,
wider than the Aegean?

What can they do, but weep for Agora
and Acropolis, for ever left behind;

and reflect, how three centuries distant
from the lonian coast,

they have been barbarized by Rome?



Don’t Expect

Don't expect music

surging out of flagstones

as the chapel spills over

with the resonance of church organs.

Don't expect as backdrop
the pounding surf.

Don't look for the diamond-pencilled image
and light granuling through stained glass,
nor hope for fresh words

from a tired language.

Don't fook for revelations:
the sulphur match-head
flaring in the dark crypt.

Don't think the high grass will part

as if the wind had been through it

or a tiger had left one of its black or gold
stripes on the savannah.



Lower your sights, reader,
to five feet five, five feet six maybe,

'to ground level, to ground - fog level.

This is not the right age
for tall poets.

N/
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A Tale of Two Statues

Once the tar brushes were out
on the slogan streets
they shifted Victoria to the Police Lines.

There’s nothing shamefaced about her
as she stands under the neem,
imperial and abdominous,

dust wedged in the folds

of her bronze robes,

her tiara caked with birdHime.

But at her feet there are flowers,
Women think she is Devi.

At first sight
revolutionaries ran
Jubilant, shouting
"Bowled I" “Bowled "

as under the pedestal
Gandhi’s clay head rolled.



The Akhond at Isfahan

It was after the equinox, when the tulips
take on the colour of Hussain's blood,

that Akhond Abdullah Yezdi

came to Isfahan.

“If he stays here longer

it will go hard with us,” said the townsmen.
For his piety was severe

and his fiats were a scourge.

The streets stood unmasked before him,
even the ones where you could not see
the white of an eye in daylight.

He saw the falgir -

open the book of Hafiz

for his prophecies, but not the Holy book;
and the tasgir bend over his water bow!
for fake divinations, but he never

saw him bend towards the Kaaba.

Once the lamps were lit

wine started flowing

like blood from Caesar’s body.

Dice rolled on the sidewalk

to cheers and ribaldry,

whore-skirts swished past him brazenly.
Not just the face unveiled, but horrors,

even the shoulder blade gleaming !
R



And as if that was not enough,

those lewd-gesturing abominations
appeared on the streets,

the half-breasted and the semi-wombed.
The Akhond told his followers

"Let’s get out of here

before God hurls a thunderboit

and the city fires trap us.”

They rode away as the first watch ended.
But when they camped at dawn

a disciple said: "Those Isfahanis

keep both maulvi and gendarme happy,
with one foot in the stirrup of the world
and one in the stirrup of the hereafter.”
His mind’s eye turned to Isfahan
and saw prayer mats in thousands
being spread out by the townsmen.
They were thanking the Lord

for ridding them of the Akhond !

The ways of the night are different
from the ways of dawn, he said.
Under the stars you flee from evil
and Allah’s expected wrath.

In the morning He tells you,

that spittoon in which sin had rinsed
its carious mouth was a rose-bowl.
They faded together, the calls to prayer
and colours of the dawn.

“Lift camp 1" he shouted,

"We go back to Isfahan.”



Chess

The pawns are canon-fodder,
standard-bearers resurrected from the past;
old and suffering from gout,
unarmed, their pennons flying at half-mast.

The knight jumps over the Wwall without a night pass,
hops into the fortress of the enemy king,

bucks in the royal harem where the beauties
cohabit, the lithe ones dance, the ugly sing,.

and causes a stampede, as he picks his way

across his notional labyrinth paved wihite and black -
the broken stump of swastika. He whinnies when he is
skewered by the bishop cowled in black

who trapezes along the diagonals and then
retreats behind a thicket of black pawns.
Wherever he stands the valleys converge
he bisects the board with his double prongs.

The rook powers his way like a 4-wheel drive,
cutting a swathe on this chequred stone,
bludgeoning his opponents until exchanged
for a berserk knight, he falls without a groan.



Sitting at a point where eight tracks intersect

waits the tigress-queen, Assyrian, black as fate.

pulsing with threat. She is angry as queens are

when married to impotent kings. Her sword-arms eight

- crackle with lightning. Yet charged bastions of brick
hold their own, little coordinates mined

by a single artery of tension. There’s nothing

she can do but stalk, rage and back away at times.

-

Marked out for each other's claws, bitch-Pharoah

and the white queen move, stalked by the same fate,
- till they drain their chalices of the last drop of blood
and close in with their magnetic fields of hate.

The king seems cramped with protocol, hobbles

one square at a time, wooden of mien.

It's when the rooks and bishops are slaughtered

and the attendants have returned from the funeral of the queen

that he comes into his own and with a knight and pawn
chases the other king. Epic dust now sweeps the board.
Achilies chasing Hector, Darius

hunted by the Macedonians till he is gored |



In the Footsteps of the

sanskrit Poets

Among Friends

Her friend asks:

Does he come from the forest-track

or along the cart road?

Does he jump in through the window
or steal in through the door?

‘Fool’, she laughed,

lovers come in with the lightning .

The Jealous Husband to the Neighbour

You, who live just a wall away,

guard her when | am on my travels.

Look out for sounds

not of doors thrown open

but of windows closing.

Watch out, not for the chime of ankle bells
but the clink of the girdle, moving.

Despondency |

I will not hear them again

those two-orbed temple bells

upon her torso.

They are putting henna on her feet now
and sandal paste on her breast.

The bells are being polished

to ring to her rightful lord.



Jaisalmer Prophecies

During twilights the yellow stone will glow N
so soft the tint one will not know

if it reflects or exhales an inner light.
People living under different blights

will be drawn to it, a drunk muleteer

or a flockless, feckless son of a Pir;

straying from his dhani, a vagabond
a.camelherd looking for saltlick or pond".
And while they toil over scrub and boulder
the Jaisalmer amber stone will smoulder -
a mount of sulphur during day, whereas
under the moon it will glow like topaz.

The Vishnoi will guard the black buck where it stands
and save the peacock from marauding hands.

At the Jain temple the pujari will unfold

a tale he has for a thousand years told:

how Ghori's iconoclastic hordes

hacked at the idols and blunted' their swords;

how when the despot had returned to Ghor

the gods were exhibited as before,

plastered in the temple frieze once again,

their noses chopped, elbow and shoulder maimed.
He'll talk of the guardians, the cobra and his wife
gliding to the temple roof during a strife.

In 71 they did not come down

till the war was over, and thus saved the town.



As time rolis by, you don't have to be told
the golden city won't be paved with gold
Urchins will scamper here and goat kids bleat
and camels pad along the cobbled street.

A haveli front, that intricate fretted face,

will look like carved wood, like filigreed lace.
Mirages will throng to it, levitate, fly

past the white of the desert’s eye.

When stars sing to themselves and meteors flare
they commune with each:other, these lovers rare.
The town will weave a context for the desert,
the desert a context for Jaisalmer.

Watch-towers on both flanks of the desert will be manned
by BSF and Rangers, spyglass in hand

for shadowy intruders, when all theyl see

is perhaps some lone, intruding whiff of sand.



Insomnia

A cricket lashed the night

with its consonants:

One passing car

left is shadow-patina

-on the window — suggestions
of a flickering reality.

Desires gravelled through

the hourglass;

and intermittently he heard
the clock of his passions chime.



American Poetry Workshop

Tossing her coconut-oiled hair

the girl said

after her poem had been read;

I am sorry, Sir, '

but this is not a poem

on the blue god of the Gopis.

My name is Sita.

I am supposed to be'in love with Rama.”

The Indian Professor

standing next to the visitor

whispered; "Not to worry, Mike.

They are both incarnations of Vishnu.”

Chewing on his cigar, the American said,
nodding his head, :

"I don’t wanna spoil the party.

Have a good time with Rama.”



The Middle Ages

Returning as the leaves fell off the year's branches
returning as the light swung low into the eyes

to the blindings in Bhagalpur,

the pot-hole in the middle of the eyes;

someone astraddie on another’s chest,

left thumb working -the eye into a bulge,

the right hand hoiding a cycle spoke,

| asked how long can fancy indulge
~in such macabre stills? Then news of killers

at the door as cries rang loud _
and the males fled. Mother and children cowered.
The hamlet ran short of shrouds.

Helicopters descended before the vultures could.
Journals were full of obituaries.

One hour of being truly brutalized

is worth a lifetime of anonymous misery.

How was it that listening to accounts

of Harijans slaughtered in the villages

my hands started rummaging among dusty shelves
for some dark volume on the Middle Ages?

Not walls emblazoned with heraldic signs
caught my eye, nor crusaders crossing the waters;

but a wretch condemned, bought by the town of Mons

for the public pleasure of seeing him quartered.
Tithe and levy driving the people mad

as the tourniquet tightened. Memory thrives

on a scene, Parisian heralds



announcing an impost.and fleeing for their lives.

And plagues, the vengeance of the Lord, that pressed
upon the spirit, as these domed reactors

squat on ours. In their frenzies they never knew

if it was God's curse, ratflea or vector

that brought it on. Smoke-pots burned in the house
and for remedies, powdered staghorn was enjoined,
and crushed pearl, myrrh and saffron. And still

next day buboes covered the armpit and the groin.
Doctors were important, they went about

in purple gowns and belts of silver thread,

the medieval versions of our saviour,

those who will avert war and lower the price of bread.

And so | take heart from the Middle Ages

as time runs out on us;

as some future, rained off under an acid-drizzle,
will derive solace from us. '



Revisit

The same thatch - awnings, the same
rain - blackened harvest lying
in straw-lashed piles. A lone laburnum
drips with yellow like a flare.

Shisham groves, the margosa lining the road, -
the forgotten banyan. How can they stay green?
Only wounds have a right to remain green here
in this land where every passion is a spear.

Even love should lose its verdure under this sun.
_Everything should wither, blacken, char

or snarl.like that babul tree, bristling

with spiked anger, more thorn than leaf.

The same kingfisher in its static flutter

over pools rimmed by hoof-pocked mud.
Melons heaped on the road. Toddy drums
lined in palm-groves waiting for the truck.
A dead buffalo lashed to a cycle-carrier
rattling to its flayed-funeral.

Temples with the mace-bearing Hanuman,
temples, just one hollow spire >

from which the god has flown . . .

the bluejay on the wire.



District Law Courts

A briefcase thrown out

of a colliding car;

a hacksaw left

by a fleeing intruder;

a pipe gun, a projectile,
sealed envelopes bigger than
headstones on a grave -
exhibits all.

A table with two drawers missing
‘from which a cobweb

billows out like a sail.

Dust drapes the ventilators

with its pulverous browns.

The law and the dust here

are exhibits ‘A" and ‘8.

Khas blinds enclose the verandahs,
where the voice of the court-crier
splashes names from a water-skin.

iizard probes the nostrils
of a leaning carbine, |
and yet the carbine doesn't sneeze.
A ceiling fan creaks



around its arthritic bolts.

Black jacketed lawyers

and a black~vobed judge

munching away at the body of law.



Returning from' the Guif

Like the Arabic script

he had been scrawled westwards, right to left;
had left his pepper trees

and his jackfruit in Mangalore

when the girl he had a crush on

had walked off

with a buck-toothed mechanic.

The fellow had returned from Abu Dhabi
carrying a threedn-one: '

a tape-deck, a transistor

and a four inch TV screen

all packaged in two feet of burnished chrome.
He had gone back, bride in tow

to whichever service-station

in the desert that he serviced.

The dust churned up -

by his rival’s taxi wheels

had hardly settied when he set out himself.
“This is where you belong,”

his mother remonstrated.

“Elsewhere cannot -be home.

We will get you a good bride

a girl with well-oiled hair

reaching to her knees

and firm jackfruit breasts.”



But he left for Cochin,

paid a labour contractor

half his life's savings

and set off for the Gulf.

Not Abu Dhabi, not on your life.
What if he ran into her once again?
And while the Air India hostess,

who spoke Hindi with a British accent
and English with a Punjabi one, .
served him lamb curry and pilao

he let his mind wander

and thought of her

kissing the mechanic’s lips

provided of course, they could close
across the serried vanguard of his teeth.

Landing at Kuwait he felt

the hot parchment wind on his face

and the sands firm under his feet

like a stretched bull's hide.

He wondered what those domes

grafted on the middle of columns were doing there
til told they were water towers.

Islamic architecture was in vogue here.

Like the script, he travelled further west
the Hindi miskeen looking for better jobs
the names tripping off the tongue

in jewelled cadences:

Ras-a-Qulayah, Hafr-al-Matin.

And the years went by, first hot

-~



~and later airconditioned;
and the letters from home advised
he should invest in gold ‘
and his mother wrote she had two girls in view
one tall and dark, and the other fair
. and, you've guessed it, short.
And while he was pondering
over the two photographs one morning
the Assyrian tiger stood at his door
lashing his tail. '
A being of distant vision,
he had coveted oil fields
pretty far off from his turf
and had thought up a gun
longer than the Sierra Madre
longer than the Chilean coastline,
with a hundred mile shell
in a thousand mile barrel.

The exodus trails were long and thlrsty
tilt they ran into the ground

on indeterminate borders

like the hiss of a water trickle
veining into the sand.

He was roasted under the sun

till his skin peeled off

and got struck with belts

by Jordanian soldiers

trying to bring order in the camp.
And he carried his welts

instead of wads of notes

into the airbus, '



landing at Sahar

into the arms of his mother.

When he drove off from the airport

and the sights and the sounds of the city
accosted him, the car horns insistent

the din in the streets as if scrap metal
~was being hammered into shape,

dogs scavenging on the pavements

‘and people squatting on either

side of the road, right up to Mahim

to answer, as we put it, "the call of nature
he knew that he was finally

and irrevocably home.

”
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Nihangs

The FPoseidonians

Notes

A one string musical instrument.

An iron or marble siab, well polished,
"upon which glass-blowers roll or shape
the plastic glass while still on the blow-

pipe.”
"An iron rod used for handling soft glass

in the process of formation. (The Shorter
Oxford English Dictionary).

A small conical cap worn by Punjabis
solely so that the turban can be wound
around it.

A Sikh sect living mostly in rural outbacks.
Nihangs are attired in blue robes- and
are often, if not always, armed with
spears.

Akhand rahega Hindustan
Nahin banega Fakistan”

"Hindustan will remain unified
Pakistan will not be formed”

As is obvious, the poem takes off from a
Cavaly poem of the same name, which
runs as under. (Translation by Edmund
Keeley and Phitip Sherrard)



"The Poseidonians forgot the Greek language
after so many centuries of mingling
with Tyrrhenians, Latins, and other foreigners.
- The only thing surviving from their ancestors
was a Greek festival, with beautiful rites,
with lyres and fiutes, contests and garlands.
And it was their habit towards the festival's end
to tell each other about their ancient customs
and once again to speak Greek names
that hardly any of them still recognized.
And so their festival always had a melancholy ending
because they remembered that they too were Greeks,
they too were once upon a time citizens of Magna Gracia.
But how the'd fallen now, how they'd changed
living and speaking like barbarians,
cut off so disastrously from the Hellenic way of life.”

Blgir . "The flgirmakes prophecies by randomly
‘ picking-a book, usually a volume of
poems by Hafez and interpreting the

verse he has turned up.”

lasqgir T he (asgir tells fortunes by looking at
water in a shallow bowl (tas) of about a
foot in duameter

Please see the book “/sfahan s Half the
World” by Sayyed Mohammad Ali
Jamalzadeh.

Hindi Miskeen .. the Arab phrase for the "Poor Indian.”
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