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In the age ofBrjlhmanical depression and Budhist ascendancy, this tract, like the rest 

of the district, seems to have been held by the Thateras, till, at the period of Brahmanical 
servival, in proabably the ninth or tenth century A.D., a band of Raikwars under Raja Sri 
Ram crossed over from Kanauj, and in the usual fashion expelled th:m. The Ganges then 
seems to have flowed close under the lofty 'tila' on and around which Bilgram is built, and to 
have made the site an admirable one for purposes of defence and trade alike. So the Raikwars 
chieftain founded a woen on it, and called it after his name, Srinagar, and the Raikwars held 

it till the Muhammadan conquest. 17 

11

0..:----" ~) ~j\.JI Jl.JJ~\ ;ijL:,~ 
11 

.r~ lfr
11 

~ ~_;JI o..0> .._:..jL(.; 

LS- ~. ·~\ ~" ~- II 0~: II 5'j" ~ .-~ \ ___ ~ 4....::; C:..... ~ 
~ .r----" r ) ~ _r-J . .....;------- - -.r 

Gazetteer of Province of Oudh, vol. I. p.318 "' 

I i 



~i ~l-...j ~_;.II o~ ~i ,.Lj ~~~ i..S_r Ji \A I.,S'"I;:.wl;) _r>-~ .t..:>- _r-!. 

J _,.,.I t\ l....W J _rj ~ ;----" 'j\ \~ j ~ J j t J ~..li if "_/v IS r" ~~ ;) ~~ 

~ ~ ..:...;1.5"" Jl II i..Sr" 4.$ j~ "i'A" o)~ lg·_ .. j d.>.-) l_,.t f) 

. \1}) 

'jU I~ ..li _;:-:;S if -:,r-_r-U\) -:,r-.u-1) ~ Ji j::>-JY' ~ 1.$ )f-) 

IJ.:l J? ~_;.11 o..U. .) r-l-11 ~ ~) a.i )~ ~i ,Jl$') ~__,Ajl o~ -) 
11

_Y-.:l ~" 

ol;.,v) 
11

_r:!;) ___k 11 Jl ~~ "\\_? ~~~ ~ ~i~_;JI o~ ,~ JWI 1..0, 

'a. II I . - .II 

• ~ll..!._T 

ljlS' ~\ Jl II : ')\.j\j f.$i)ll~ JA::: 'j y. ~1~1 ;) r>- )\.:.._.~I .:fJ) 

. C_,.:.dl t"""~ ~} ~WI ~ Ji ~ _r)- I~ J ,.J\.:l o;)~ J "Y-;) j:-!
11 

J J~ 

1.5;--- -L: ~ "j'j\
11 

~~ ul:i f.$..U1 ~~J~~~ Jl ~_;JI o~ U'UI ~ ~ -:lJ..i.S'J 

: ,_/·~;)\_;.1;':1 -ji_}J:.I ~~ -) _?~ l-S" L!. _? r.$r ~i JyS' .ill~~~ 
According to another version, it takes its name from Bilal, whose son, Ilal, was 

killed by BalaRama. the brother of Krishna. r' 
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It is not at all impossible that Srinagar may have been visited and despoiled, as was 
Kanauh itself, by Mahmud's army. ot that some Sheikhs may have remained behind there. 
more probably from Sayyed Salar's than from Mahmud's expedition, as was the case at 
Gopamau and Mallawan; but there could have no political displacement at this date of 

30 Raikwars by Muhammadans. 
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The campaign of Shahabuddin Ghori in 1193 A.D. and the fall of KanauJ must have 
shattered the power of the petty 'rajahs' on the Hardoi bank of the Ganges. so that when, a 

generation later, in 1217 A.D., Shams-ud-Din Altamash poured in his troops to complete 
subjugation of the country, only a feeble resistance can have been made. Two Muhammadan 

captains seem to have reduced Srinagar and the country around it, Sheikh Mohammed Faqih 

of Iraq and Sayyed Mahmud Sughra, ancestor of the taluqdars of Bilgram. 31 
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The Raikwars in their tum were ousted by the Muhammadans about 1217 A.D. 32 
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Bilgram is) South- western Tehsil ofHandri district, United Province. comprising 
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Before Azad, books were writt~n in Persian as general history which 
contained biographical material. But none of them treated biography as a separate 
subject . It was left to Azad to develop the art separately and to write treatises 

containing specialized biographies . 83 
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A Persian translation of third and fourth fasl was made by the author himself and 

entitled "Ghizlan a!_ Hind" (a chronogram = 117811764-5). A Persian translation of the first 

and second fasl was made by Shams a!_ Din b. Shah Warith Ali Hasani Husaini Banarasi, at 

the request of the Rajah of Banaras. Maharajah I sari Prasad. in whose services the translator 

was m 128011869. 
107 

~i ~~..G:- _?'":. -) L.;9 l..l.p:- ~ :_;i ~ ~\.:6J1 I~ .j~ jl>- 4.:i ? ) 

W::>J. I ~ _r11 j _,.:.QJ I) i _,.kj I _) .) _,.J. I ~ wL....- ._A...:,) J) , ~ _;J I ;;,.;.jJI J ..LJ, I 

~)~\ ~ L_r, ~JI)..\.11 ~~- y 

.Y>) ,;LS )I ~L:5"" :L:~ J! " '-:? )~~ ~~~ cr- ~ ~~.;;_<JI ~~ 0 _,::t: 

J~l ~ J. .li"-~ ~)~~ cr- "~}.~1 .)l.;, i' ~ ~ Ji~ c_)jl cr­

.)L;.) ~ d J~ .li"-1 J_0 _;-:.A" ~JJ.:J ':lJ < i 'o 'vI...;, 1 rr i). _ 

ID 4_.._\..V J ? ~ ~ .)\} j~ \·A ~l_,..iJI r. c: .:r-..UI ~~ ~ ~)L..J\ 

6....::.ill J1 -.:..-.Lo J Ll ~1" : J~ ~ jJ\6 ;II ~G ~~) Ji ~~.;;_<J1 

JL..u a,j ~ ~~J .~..WI ; ~~ :r --..JiJ ;L J ~ J 0~1 a..:...... jil} .j.._ ~ jll 

..L:jll r-~ "~JLJI .)L;. )._/ s--11 .l...>- _r=- 4....Jl.h.J "~JG:..)I ~" ._};.1} 

~0. v~ ~ <L-A .b._.i:j\ Ji •J~I , . _b:l.\ J. ~ J. ...L.?-i , j~) ~l:J~ 

-~ ~(Jj l.J .l.k" JL>.-)1 ;.lc-'i .,.,. ~ I~ , _;WI,~ • ...ilJ.I ~ .,.,. ~.JJ-1 
vr- L -J u - J-- ·- <...,? -- J <...,? • 1... '- -

Cataloge of the PersianManuscripts in British Museum by C.Riev . vol. 3 P.l 022 t:-\J . '·­

Persian Literature :by CA.Storey, vol. I, part Il, p.860 '·' 



~.._k#l _;-11 ID ~ ~\ _;...JI jl.-::>-1 ~l }--WI .b:.i ~ ~ L. J ''"'~ ~ 

. \ . ~ j~ 0~ J jl....,. ;~ ~l .../' j~ 

t ~i ~1 o J__,...JI ~.lll J ~L<JI ID -....LJi .)lj 1 Ji ; J~l oh .y ~ 

_;-->-I J _?'~ ..)j J ,o\.5"' )I ~l.:S"' ~4-J Jl 6' j J , j ~ .J ~~ ~ .JW'I .y .:;-~ 

~L.:S"' _;->-I ID J
11 

:J~ ~ 0 _r>-l Jl ~L.:SJI lh ~ .:/ .o,:._(J. ~~ ~L:-<.11 

,~L:-<JI ~ ~I_,JI 0 )l50 ..)j J ,J\..:):-1 y ~I .:;-C j~l lh ~ ll J ,o\.5"' )I 

• 

1

'. 

11

o _;>- ':}IJ JJ~I J ..y):-1 .J J ,o )1}1 ~ _p 1 ..l-J..Lt o,.I_;JI .:f-~ 4-:-<J 

JY ~ ~ ~ ->-)·- .·II~ .J ~ ~ J.>.. j J , tr.k-- pi- ~WI 1-43 

4..J:, _,.k>J.I ~ J ,,_LJ,JI o J..LJ \ yWI ).) ~ J jl;..:. .:._r->- ~..L..o ~l__,jl _:r. ~I 

.:._,--->- J,! ..L..o ~I __,jl 4)>:- .....Aj J J I .../' 4-J ~ ~ L:-<JI l...i..J. o-L:>-J ~ 4-W J , 1 i ~ 

. •lit . 1 11r .("'.t 1 "~ 
_u;J <LJ ~~I ~ ~L>,. ..l:--JI ~J . L>j,:..-.1 J~ ...ul ~I J 

~I~~~ J j JTV ~ ~ 4$ ~_II ~Ls:JI I~~ WL:ll 4.h:>-)\.\.l 

l...l..>-;; :S:.. II J_0 _y <LJ -s_r->-~ 4.:>........j Ji Jl ~ ~J"o ,.WJI oJ..u J o.)_,.,.-)1 

: ~ w- 4.k.>. )\.\.I 0 }~~ J . ~ J ~ ~(j ~ J II ._;.,.:t; 
The first page suggest that the copy is an autograph of the author. The script is 

similiar to that ofKhuda Bux, Bankipur, which has been found out as an autograph copy of 
the same book by the German sholar, the then principal of Calcutta Madrasa. 
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Mutanabbi (d.354 AJ-1./965 A.D.) have been explained. His ardour for pro- Arab feelings 
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It is ) Classed among the Muhadarat-i- Arabi in the Asafiyah catalogue . Shams Allah Qadri 

'r t places it among Azad's Persian works. It may ofcourse certain extracts in both languages . 
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These are different subjects selected by the auther from many books . It. also. has some notes 
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The work was commenced by Shah Nawaz Khan, but he left it unfinished, 
and in the turbulent scenes which succeeded his death, his house was plundered and 
his manuscript scattered in various dimentions.It was considered lost till Mir Gulam 
Ali Azad collected the greater portions of the missing leaves, and restored the work of 
its entire form with a few additions amonftst which was the life of the author, and a 
preface which gives an account of the work. 60 
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It is a very interesting story of a cat who spent her life in feasting on rats a11d 
then went on pilgrimage to atone for her sins though she would not mend her ways. 
The story serves as an advice to men to be on gaurd against decieving people who are 
wicked by nature. The characters chosen for it are animals as in the case of the books 
of the same genre, Kalilah wa Dimna, etc. It is one of the best pieces ofUrdu 
I i terature dating from 150 years. 
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However, the evidence regarding Azad,s Urdu authorship is of an extremely 

doubtful nature, and canot be given much eredence. 
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His poetry has a native colon which is revealed in his themes as well as his language. In 

Azad's time poetic compostion in Arabic had generally came to be identified with ornate peotry. Azad, 

too, was inflanenced by this tendency and he may be said to have excelled his contemporaries in 

ornate style. All in all, he any be regarded as the most important Arabic poet prodcued in India. 
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In shrot, Azad's Arabic's poetry is not only inflaneced by the Persian and Indian forms and char­

acteristics, but is also rich in fancy and imagination of the persian and Indian type which is guite foreign 

to Arabic poets 
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That the poetry of Azad has not revieced general recognition outside India. is due to the 

condition of the times in which he lived. Communications and interchange of literacy products 

betweeen India and Egypt or Arabic were not so easy to those between persia and India in the days of 

Khusro moreoner, every country has its own prejudice ag(!inst the poetry produced by forigners in tis 

own language. Persians, for instance, will not recognise the worth and merit of Persian poetry 

produced by foriegners, and Amir Khusraw and Faydi do not ejoy the same amount of appreciation and 

admiration in Persian as they do in India or Turkey. 
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